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WHEREIN 
ll his ObjeGions againſt that Way 
| , he calls the Common and Popular Way | 
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of Singing Pſalms, &Cc. -are Impartt- | 
ally Examined, and 1n the Spirit of | 
 Meeknels, fully Anſwered. | 
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Rerommended to the conſideration of all the 
Saints and Churches of Chriſt, by divers Elders and] 
Miniſters of Baptized Congregations, 

Who defire their Brethren who are againſt ſuch, Sng- 

ing, without prejudice to read theſe Lines, and con- | 

 fidey them. ET i, x. 
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To all the Saints. and Churches of _ 
Chrift, who are not Convinced - 
that tis their Duty to Sing the 
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Beloved Brethren, 


T is matter of great Grief and Trou- 
ble to us, to ſee any of our People, 
much more '{ſo many , lying ' ſhort 
( for want of Light) 'of this grear 
Chriſtian Duty of Sino;mg Pſalms, Hymns 

and ſpiritual Songs ; which, as the Charch>. 
es are enjoyned in the New Teſtament to 
do, ſo we find it was always practiſed by. 

the Lords People generally in their pab- 

Iick  Af/lemblies, in Gods Worſhip, both in Y 
Timz of the Law and Gofpe/: But more of 

| eſpecially to find ſome amongſt us fo re-_ 

' ſolute in Oppoſing of it, and others to. 

make Divifions upon the Practice there- 

of, and yet find fo little Argument againſt 
it, Mr. Steed (as it ſeems to us ) hath not 
ſo fairly ſtated the Queſtion as he ſhould, 

Which ought to have been this : Viz. Whether 

Singing the Praiſes of God by the whole Ghurch. 
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To all the Saints, 8G. —\_ 
in their publick, Aſſemblies, be 4 Goſpel Du- | 
Kg ty, or. nor ?+ However, We have : read ne - | 
AS conſidered this enſuing Anſwer to his Epiſtle, 
fi and finding it fo fully and foberly  doney: 
think it: neceſſary to rechmmend it to all 
your - Conſiderations, hoping. it may rend 

to. enlighten many of your Souls who as | 
yet have doubts about it, which that. it } 
may, we ſhall commir it to. the. Bleſſing + 
of the great God, and remain 1 
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oſeph Maſters, Leonard Harriſon, - 
5” William Collins, Benjamin Nennis,/z 3: | 


++ Richard Adams, Joſeph Wright, , « — 

| James Jones, Benjamin Keach, _ 
:*(-Hercules Collins, Jo. Hammond, * 5-4 
ne” —_ © © William Groome, + 
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| / Richard Mariot, Samuel Bagwell Th 
| - Abednegs Smith, John Chriſtopher. 4, 
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To the Elders, Minifttrs and Members 


of the Baptized .Charches, through- 
out England and Wales. _— 


Beloved in-our Lord, _. 2 CY 
"\ Hat . common Proverd uſed amongſt ns, vit. 


true in things Natural and Religious: Old 
 _ Cuſtoms, the never jo bad, are hardly. left, 
Jer. 13. 23. 4nd long neglefed Duties we come up 
ſlowly i6; And. that which makes. : Reformation in, any 


thing the more difficult, is that Oppoſition ir ' uſually 


meets with, many times, from thoſe, whoſe Duty and 
Office doth- in a ſpecial manner Ovlige them to reſtore 
every Trdth of God that's fallen in our Streets, . And 


ſuch hath been our caſe, (tho much t0 be lamented.) 


that when is pleaſed God ro open the Eyes of many 
amongſt us into that holy Ordinance of Singing bis 


Praiſe both-in Private and Publich, and from: the clegr 
Evidence of his Word, made us ſenſible that this part 


of Divine: Worſhip, ſo frequently | COMMAN le 1 an 4 "comm: 
mended 11 Holy I riit, hoth to Jews and Gentiles, is 
a5 Ancient 4s. the World, and. will continue when Tire 


ſhall be ſwatlowed up it Eternity. We þ ad then y 


Mind to have publiſhed our vhoughts to the World, nar 
to have- troubled the Churches with any Diſſertations 
about it. "But endeavoured to have 4 Friendly. Debate 
with our Brethren, who were conven'd to conſul. the 
Eburches Welfare : Bur our Endeavours therety being ob- 
ſtruffed: by the- Oppoſers 'of thk Truth ; Soon gjtex. . fame 
of them, from an imprudent Zeal 10 maintain ther. awn 
miſtaken Sentimeits, openly oppoſed this holy Truth of 
God, and toak ums themſelves a kind of lewleſs Liber- 
ty, not only to calumniate thoſe who endeavoured the 


reſtoration of this Ordinance, but alſo - ts Reproach the 
T2 Truth 


| Fhat Cuſtom is a ſecond Nature, we. find 


P* 
i” . VF 
x) 24 2&4 of .& %s 
F 4 & 354 1 - i ? cd, wt . 
« C . - v ——_ * . 
j =) * 5 by ? 
» D vY go * 4 
F . J . 
= 4 - - Y \ 7 , 
, , : 6% : - ; d-.4 
af k » 7 . va 
oy , x "4 » 
ki : 1 \ Cd \ 
« - P c ” 3 : 
"OTP %-H os 
wy » > 


"7 % 
v F +» 
4? .. 
a j 
wi, 9 
aQ , 


of 
o 
uy 


+ «To the Elders, Miniſters, cc. 
Truth oj God in this particular, by calling it Will- 
| Worſhip, Formal, Carnal, Invented, &'c. which put 


us upon a neceſſity (unleſs we would betray the Truth of 
Chriſt by a ſinful filence ) to difcover their great Miſtakes 
and unaccountable Abſurdities and Prevarications herein, 


to all that deſire to wait-upon God in the way of Holi- 


neſs, and to remove the Stumbling-blocks that buſie men 
have endeauoured to trouble thoſe Churches with, who 
defire to live in peace. ' This hath occaſioned the publiſh= 
ing of this little Treatiſe now in thine hand, which is 
hereby recommended to thy diligent and candid peruſal ; 


and whoever thou mayeſ# be that readeft, T have onely 


theſe few things to defire of thee: Make the Word of 
GOD thy Rule in Fudging, lay by all Prejudice, 
weigh what thou findeſt. in the Ballance of the Sanftu- 
ary, and do not judge before thou haſt read what is 


ſaid . for this holy Ordinance. And remember, that every 


Truth 'of - God, hath ſome Adver(aries, and if thou wilt 
not receive Truth, untill its Adverſaries bave nothing 
to (ay, thou muſt receive no Truth at all, untill the De- 
wil 4% bound, and all the Nations of the World unde- 


ceived. Wait at the Throne of Grace, in a humble Spi- ' 
rit, for Light in this particular ; if thou art yet in the 


Dark concerning this holy Inſtitution. And whether thou 
doſt own and praffife this Ordinance or not, ſee that theu 
put on Charity towards thoſe that are otherwiſe minded ; 
and if you cannot all agree, to fing the Praiſes of Ged 


together here on Earth, I am ſure all the Children of 


God will harmonize in this Work in Heaven. Now that 


| the Lord might bleſs this little Treatiſe to thy Eſtabliſh-' 


ment in the Truth of Singing Plalms, Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs, zo his own Glory, and thy Souls and 


others Comfort and Edification, is the Deſire, and ſhall - 
be the Prayer of thine in the Lord, = | 
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Sober Reply to MI: Robert 
| Steed's Epiſtle. PONY 


SIR, 
7 


'A D you wrote private Letters to your own 
people about your ſentiments concerning 
ſinging the praiſes of God, to obſtruct the 

| reſtoration of that bleſſed Goſpel Ordinance, and nor 
| have publiſhed it to the World, we might have ſeen 

\ no ſuch Cauſe (as now we do) to anſwer your Epi- 
{ In. : 5, 

When we heard you were a writing, we expeQted 
it would have contained an anſwer to what hath lately 
been publiſhed invindication thereof by Reverend Mr. 
Knowles,Mr. Keach, Dr.Wright, Mr. Whinnel, 8c. but we 
now ſee no ſuch thing attempted, but contrarywiſe 
only a heap of words, being little elfe than the ſub- 

france of what Mr. Marlow hath troubled the World 

; | and Churches with. And it ſeems as if the Sermon 
; you formerly preached againſt this Holy Truth' of 

Chriſt, was the muddy. Fountain from whence his 
lines proceeded ; and that it was you thoſe worthy 
Perſons in the dark contended with, which was hint- 
edto ſome of us ſome time fince. ES 

But truly Sir, this way of yours ſeems new as 
well as ſtrange : Hath any controverſible Truth 

- met with ſuch uſage? you at once give up the cauſe 
| provided thoſe weighty Treatiſes, ſo full of Scripture 
| Arguments are not anſwer'd ; for all men may ſee 
| all that you have ſaid, fully anſwered befdre your 

Epiſtle was printed : But you, *tis like, foreſaw ſome 


A great 


[4] 
' "-- 4 


4.8 
A F $19 


þ reat 
ſane of your People-iſo hardened, and prejudiced a: 


aigſt Singing the Praiſes of God, that they will not 
Br ar the charge to buy thoſe Books, nor troubletheny. 
ſelyes to read them, and you gtving yours away, we ſee 
we muſt do the like, if we would leaye them without 
weule here, and in the great Day. CTY "Pro 
There is 6ne thitig that we cannot paſs by without 
Lamentation, viz. in that you were nat fatished to } 
preach down in your Congregation ' what your Re. | 
verend Brother Mr. Knowfes, your Fellow Elder, who. 
is, (as, we may ſay) the Father of the Church, had 
preached up, bur now writ-againſt him all; One. 
would have thought Modeſty, and Reſpect: to his þ 


Teproach, . might have ſtopped your Pen, and unadyi- | 
ſed aftempt: Is it not fad co ſee that one 'Elder in 
ſuch a Cauſe and Spirit, ſhoald appear in print againſt ? 
another ? Are theſe things lovely, or. of good re- . 
' Port? could you have found no other way to have pur 
2nend to the controverſie amongſt our qQwn' People, - 
ſigce you pretend oaly to be concerned: for the Mem: | 
bers of your own Congregation? There are ſome | 
who alſo haye too much conntenanced Diviſions: iu - 
: Churches upon the account of Singing the praiſes | 
'of God, we: ſhall be glad if you can clear your felf . 
'in that matter : Andthe more inexcuſeable they ſeem | 
*to be; ſince to their. Knowledge the Afﬀembly of the | 
Elders, Miniſters and. Meflengers of our Churches | 
declared their utter diflike of any Breach or Divi- * 
fion in the Churches upon the account of the practice 
or non-practice of Singing of Palms, as *t1s now, and . 
2nd hath in every Age been performed ; and alſo gave | 
Advice to the contrary : Moreover, 'your. Epiſtte 1s } 


”. 


divers Churches in. the City, and amongſt others in 
the Countrey. _ 


Advantage by your Eflay, 1n that you find bi 


great Age, Learning, and Sincerity, and to prevent | * 


! 


diſperſed abroad, and many of them given away nj 
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yOu a ober Rep ly, 


be refnoved out- $f the way 0 Gods Peores and thoſe 


Churches cleared from the charge of humane Innove- 
tions, &'c. who are in the practice of it. 


Firſt of all, For your oreat care for the Souls of 


your People no Body can blame you: But 4n Page I. 


to ſuggeſt that Satan rnay beguile them by their ad-: 


| hering to this Ordinance of Singing Pſalms in God's 


., publick 'Worthip, ſhews you' are of a bitter Spirit, 
\ and very cenſorious. It was not Satan bur. Jeſus. 


. Chriſt, in your Reverend Brother, who ſtrove to 
promote that Truth of his in his own, and other 


Churches of the Saints ; had you mentioned any : ok 


q ther thing you call an Error, winch your Members, 


Wc. were 1n canger to be beguiled, with : This 


ſhould have .been paſs d by. ' But to put -us out of 
doubt. what your meaning is,.. you in page 3. ſeem 
to bewatl: thoſe dear Churches Satan hath FP 
beguited already. 


- 


pe 


2. In the ſecond place we a come to confidi of- 
the great: Queſtion which yqu fay is raiſed; ameng. the 


« ther the common way of Singing by a fet and ſtint- 
© ed Form, with -a whole Congregation every. one to- 


| | tbe an Qrdinance of our Lord Jeſus, or whether it 
B * ought not to be exploded as an invention of Men ; 


| queſtion fairly, yet we  ' »: 76? 
q FI 
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| Ba ited Churches, &c. © Which is (ſay you): wal 


' gether, without exception, lifting up their Voices, 
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Hinder the general reception of it, unleſs you had any 


mong them, and is uſed by . other Miniſters, nor 89 


_ of Chriſt in the pureſt Times. 3. Let it alſo go for the 


Reply. We are glad the proper queſtion is raiſed amongl 


the Baptized Churches,and the practice of it too 1n near} 


thirty of them, divers others alſo having to the praiſe 
of God, and Joy of our Souls,, lately receiv©d tt, aud 
have got, and are endeavouring to get into the pra, 
ice thereof. Nor will the hard Names you giver 


hard Arguments to bring againſt it, which we ſee 
you have not found as yet, and we: are ſure never 
will, for *tis in vain to ſtrive againſt the ſtream of Sa 
cred Truth of finging the praiſes of God too. 


Common way of Singing, 8c. 'Tis:2 good word if well 


intended: We read of common Salvation, common Faith, 
&c. Our way of Preaching is never the worſe becauſe] 
*is the common way that other Churches have a: 


more 1s our way of Singing. 2. It may be called 
common becauſe -uſed before the Law, under the Law, 
and under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, in the Churches 


common way of Singing, as that which 1s owned and 


' vvitneſſed to by Gods Word, and his faithful People} 


; 


in oppoſition to ſome unknovyn, unheard of and ſe-: 
cret vvay vyhich you ſuggeſt, vvhich no body under-| 


ſtands : for ſinging of Pſalms, © You ſay, 1s an Ordi-| 


© nance, it may be, nay, ſhould be practiſed in a Go- 
© \pel Church, page 4. But hovy it ought to be done, 
no Body can underſtand by your Epiſtle, the way 
you hint at is' hidden ; ſome mode or manner it 1s you 
would have, but 'tis a ſecret not yet revealed ; *tis a 
hard caſe you ſhould ſuggeſt, that a Goſpel Ordt- 
nance, enjoyned on the Churches, ſhould lie ſo dark 
and obſcure in Chriſts New Teſtament, that no Bo- 
dy ſhould be able to underſtand what the matter is 
which ſhould be ſung, nor who the Perſons are that 
fhould fing, and yet the Holy Ghoſt calls them Pſalms, 


 iymns and Spiritual Songs, | ſer ſtinred Form. ] 


Reply. 
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Reply. A ſet ſinted Form; we affirm poſitively in the 


fear of God, is laid down both in Col. 3.16. and Eph. 
5.19. A Pſalm cannot be a Pſalm, nor a Hymn an. 


Hymn, nor a Spiritual Song a Song, 'without a ſet 
ſtinted Form, it can't be without ſo many diſtin ſet 
or ſtinted words, Syllables and Lines. 


' You may as well fay a Chapter js not a ſet ſtinted 


Form, as "once to ſuggeſt the Scripture-Pſalms, 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs, which the Holy Ghoſt 
enjoyns the Churches to ſing, are not fet and ſtinted 


| Forms ; or to ſuppoſe becauſe fet and ftinted Forms, 


they are to be exploded as an invention of men : 
Pray Brother how -/ came Scripture, Palms, Hymns 


| and Spiritual Songs, which in the Original are in 


Metre, to be the Inventions of carnal men ? Had car- 
nal men a-hand in compiling the Sacred Bible, and 
enjoyRing Goſpel Precepts ? and how came a fer ſtin- 
ted Form of Pſalms, Hymns, &c. contained, and 
plainly laid down 1n Gods Word, to be as bad or worſe 
than a ſet and ſtintedForm of humane compoſed and 
impoſed Prayers; when humane inventions areas good 
as Divine and Sacred Inſtitutions, we will be of your 
mind,-and then we will ſay you ſpoke Truth, but not 
till then can we believe you, nor regard what you 


ſay on this account. Tf there had been no Scripture, 


Pſalms, &'c. in being, nor known to the Churches, 
when the Holy Ghoſt enjoyned them to ſing Pſalms: 
Or if the ordinary Gifts of the Spirit might not 
ſerve and enable. us as well to put a Pfalm or Hymn 


in order to be ſung, as a Doctrine 1n order to he. 


preached : Then you might 'fay the Church was to 
wait for ſome extraordinary effuſion of rhe-Spirit, or 


fome miraculous Pſalms, Hymas and Spiritual Songs, 
before they could perform rhat Duty ; ner could that 
| Duty be performed longer thanfuch gifts aboe 1n the 


Church :. And if ſo, you had faid ſomething, but now 


| we fee you have ſaid nothing that has weight 1n 1t: but 
more of this anon. You ſay, With a whole Congregation, 
| | every 
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\ very dne together without exception, liſting up their Voices 
together,” | that 1s in flogjng.] En 
Reply. Muſt this way of Singing be exploded as an 
invention of men, God forbid, for then Moſes and the 
whole Congregation. were guilty of . an invention. of. 
men, . and Zeborah, and Barak, David, and all Iſrael, 
- and which 1s worſe, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, Paul and 
_ Silas ;. nay, and an invention of men is enjoyned on 
the Church ; for they all are'enjoyned thus to be Sung | 
together, every one of them, not one excepted, take | 
two or three Arguments further to make: it appear, * 


the Churches were thus required to fing. © 


I. That way Chrift and his Diſciples fung, the Churches 
were to fing, becauſe Chrift and his Diſciples ſet the di- 
ret Pattern: But Chrif and his Diſciples ſung all toge-. 
ther, as is fully proved in the late Treatiſes. Ergo. : 

2. If the Churches are enjoyned 10 ing, and not one 

Member is exempted or excepted, then they, are all to fing, 
and to fing together according tg the 'Pattern given by 
Chriſt and his Diſciples ; but the Churches are enjoyned 10 
feng, and not one Member exempret{ or excepted : Ergo, 
They all are to ſing, and 10. fing together according.to the 
Pattern given by Chrift and his' Diſciples, Mat. 26:39 
MAS. | b 
, . 3. If fonging Gods Praiſes were under the Law with 
Poices lift up t otter, and the Saints are, in the New Te- 
| ftament required to ſing, and no other way is preſcribed or - 
laid down how they ſhould. fing. 2 
' Then the Saints in the New Teſtament ought 10 fine 4s 
they ſang under the old, TN 
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But ſuch was the Singing of Gods People under the 
Law, and the Churches are enjoyned to ſing Pſalms in the 


New Teſtament, and no other way preſcribed or laid down 
how they ſhould ſing, Ergo. | YO 


The Churches are now to fing in the times of the.Go- 
ſpel, as Gods People under the Lqw. —_— 
But you ſay the former, that' is, S;ngine with YVoi- hu 
| _ ———R-J 
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ces together, was unanimouſly concluded by the moſt part, - = 
if not all the Baptized C hurches, to be Will-worſbip. 

_ * 1. Reply. Suppole it was ſo concluded to be by them 
then, might they not be miſtaken? Had they atrain- 

ed to a perfection of Knowledge in the whole Will of 
God? or ware thoſe Churches appointed by the Lord 
to be our Pattern further than they followed Chriſt 


and the Primitive Church ? GY Og 
2. We ask you whether or no generally the ſame Bap- 

| tized Churches 1n thoſe times did/not as unanimouſly 
conclude and declars, it too, that for a Goſpel Mini- 
ſter. to have a Yearly Allowgfhce, or 'a competent 
Maintenance, was an Iumane Invention and Antichri- - 
ſian? We ſpeak in part kpgh our own Knowledge,and 
by. good Information wefhave had from others, that. 
both'thoſe Goſpel Dutieyany{ Ordinances were equally 
A decryed, and we ſuppgſe yoth are not Tgnorant of it; 
F nay, and we hear ſorfſe Churches,. or members of thoſe 
} Churches are of the ſame Opinion till. How - now | 
Dear -Brother,- aye you for  byilding what was de-' _ 
ſtroyed ; if not,/ we are no more guilty in the one than — 
you are in thyother, ®nd to our gNet, fince it was fo * 
concluded tHah, we find 1t comes to he lo hard a thing 
Fto bring our Churches to embrace the'ne or-the other 
LL, LC. Bi 
3. What if through a hot, and an unaccountable 

Zeal, our Churcnes 1m the beginning. of the laſt Re. 
- Wformation did throw away ſome pure Gold with much 
FAntichriſtian droſs, ought they not, now God hath 
Beraciouſly been pleaſed ro open their Eyes, to labour 
| Fo recover the Gold again, we mean both thoſe great 
AGoſpel Duties, viz. Singing of: Scripture Pſalms, and 
Ihe Miniſters mainrcenance. Honoured Brother, - The 
"Wath of the Fuſt is as a ſhining light, that ſhines more 
4nd more to the perfeft day, Prov. 4. 18. God doth nor. 
Fi{cover all his whole Mind and WY to his people at 
Wnce, but ſome at. one time, and ſome at another, 
And bieffed be God, there are ſome rifen up, of 
- $*hom Mr. Steed is one, who affirms, That the Mi- 
ws = __niſters. 
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- gether, and hereby we do build what was wanting, '|| 
and reſtore an Ordinance too long neglected by ſome} 


"Theſe'are your words, viz. The outcry is, you are again | 
#nging is the Church, if Perſons in Fudement and Com 


D 
ff 


 niſters of the Goſpel! ought to have a competent raain- .| 


tenance, fo that they may comfortably live of it, and'\| 
ſome others are riſen up, who do not only afhrm that, .; 


. but alſo that the Churches ought to ſing the pratſes.;} 
of God, and prove it too by undeniable Arguments, +} 
"and-in that common way that was uſed by the Church | 
.of 1{racl under the Law, and by the Lord: Jeſus, and 1} 
'his Church and Churches under the Times of the Go« | 


ipel. : LL | | 
And as it is now commonly uſed in moſt Churches jj 
of Chriſt in our days,. viz. with Voices lifted up to- 


of the Churches of Chriſt. | 

Others contemn our way of preaching, and call 1t' 
a common Artificial acquired attainment, as you con- | 
temn and call our Singing : But how dare yo io raſh- 
Iy affirm, or intimate, That this way of Singing 18 


brought into ſome Churches by the guile and policyj 
07 Satan, and compare it with Common Prayer ? have 
. you an intallible Spirit > Men may in ſome caſes bep - 
Dold in their aſſertions, when they ſpeak of ſome} : 
Truths that the whole Body of the Godly are eſta-j 
bliſhed in : But thus to ſpeak againſt an Ordinance, ; 
which almoſt all the Faithful people of God, andt 5 
Churches now and in every Age, have received as anf 5 
undoubred Truth ot Chriſt, is hard. _. Þþ 7; 
Eſpecially confidering how weak your Arguments} 1 


ſeem to be, or how little you have to fay againſt g.' | 
Sir, this way of ſinging of Scripture Pſalms, 1s as cez«! ; 
tainly an Ordinance of Chriſt, as Preaching, Praye i 


_ Ef. are ſuch, and ſo it will appear one day, ſay you; 


what you pleaie, who affirm. finging to be an Ordis; -y, 


nance in the Church, and yet fing not properly at} 


= 
Te 


s 
x . 


all in any manner of way, but wholly live in the neg 0; 
lect of this great Duty. if | _ 
But you 1n_Page 2: afhrm, you are for finging! 


ew) þ--- mie, 


ſere? 7 


| ſcience teflifie againft common. finging, 4s that which ought 
| For. 10 be uſed in a Charch of Chriſt, which, ſay you, Is 
'f falſe, and as vile a*Slander as the jormer, for they are for 
* fnging, that 1s, for praiſing of God, or teaching one ano- 
'F zher, or themſelves in Pſalms -and Hynms, SC. | 

Reply. Brother, is a hard caſe prejudice againft an 
Ordinance ſhould ſo blind your Eyes, that with all 
your Learning, you ſhould 'not know what finging 1s, 
but, conclude ſimple praiſing of God 1n Prayer,. 18 
finging : hath not Mr. Keach 1n the firſt Chapter of his 
Treatiſeclearly confuted this Conceit, ts which you 
make no reply : Singing 1s a diſtin at of-the Voice, 
and 'tis known to all mankind how it difters irom any 
other atts of the bodily Organs, as Mr. Gofna/ once 
told Mr. Kin in a diſcourte they had about it. 

We ſay and teftifie you fing not, and do appeal, to 
all men in the Word, whether praiſing God in. Pray- 
er is ſinging ; thd you do praite God, yet we lay you 
do not fing his Praiſe, which, the Churches are en- 
Joyned to do. Are you Willing to joyn iffue 1n this 
one jingle point 1n a fober Diipute? If you can prove 
you f1ng 11 any proper ſenſe, ( for ftis not an impro- 
per or metaphorical ſinging which the Holy Ghoſt en- 
Jjoyns on che Churches ) we will give up the Cauſe to 
you. Burt if that be not {inging you ſpeak of, you 
muſt acknowledge *tis true,” what you are charged 
ts} with, v&@. That you are againſt ſinging in the Church, 
& n! lo wholly neglect it, through ignorance of what 
TH * it 15: And 1t cannot be a talſe Calumny or Acculati- 
© con that you are charged with, which you intimate 
Ow "Page, whilft you decry that way of finging which 


. . By 
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dF, 'you cali commen, fith you are in the "pradtice of 
aq nolnging at al), neither of the whole Church, nor of 
eg] one ſingle perſon. en een 
2. Can any wiſe man be ſo ignorant asto.conclude 
thoſe Precepts, Eph. 5.- 19. Col. 3. 16. do mean & 
bare exhorting one another out of the Book of Pſalms, 
and not ſuch an admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, 
Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, that is in ſinging of _— 

Th That 
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who has not loſt his ſenſes can deny; and: if that fing- 


that,we will leave to all mens conſideration. 


Dear Brother, we have a great reſpe& for you, 
and doubt not but God hath endowed you with good 


abilities to preach his Word ; but this Expoſition of þ 
. yours, of admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, &c. ſinging + 
and making melody in our hearts to the Lord, muſt be. 


wholly exploded as a great Error. 


than \ praiſing of God in Prayer, &@'c. why. do you 


- 2, To proceed, if Goſpel ſinging were nothing elſe | 


ſpeak of waiting for ſuch Gifts from the Holy Spirit, # 
as may put you into .a Capacity to perform it - fully | 


according, to the primitive Platform and Pattern 3 
Theſe words: betray you, and may ſufficiently, inform 
every. mans judgment who ſhall read your Epiſtle, 
chat you are conſcious to your ſelf of the preſent 


want of the practice of this great Goel Duty which |} 


you ſay may, nay ſhould be 1n a Church of Chriſt. 


For if you ſing when you praiſe God, and that an- 


Eph. 5. 19. Col. 3.16. what need you wait for ſuch 
pifts to put you into a capacity to perform 1t fully, 


according to the Primitive Platform and Pattern ? it | 

appears that ſolemn giving of thanks or praiſing of | 

God in Prayer, 1s not ſinging according to the primi- | 
_ tive Platform in your Confeience and Conſeffion : | 
( certainly, to do duty, and not according to the Goz F 7 
{pel Pattern, is finfull; ) but that the primitive way | 
or manner of ſinging you are waiting for ; iv which, : 4 


That we are exhorted to fing Pſalms, &'c. no man* © 


ing was no more than praiſing God in Prayer, then it . 
would tollow, in Prayer we'\exhort one another, and- 
ſpeak one to another ; and how abſurd. it 1s to affirm, + 


. "OY " 
'Þ 
al 


 ſwers the Mind of God in thoſe Goſpel Precepts, F 


it ſeems you. are turned Seeker: we dread the Ff- ;: 


fects of your Notion, and that it may inſnare many 


gracious and well-meaning Chriſtians. May not they 


py 

» 

«#4 

be 

d o 
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well ſay, Since we have not thoſe ſpecial Gifts to per- : 


form one Ordinance, and that we ought ngt to pra- | 
Ciſe it untill we have ſuch Gifts which were in the | 
ns | - Primitive - 
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Primitive Church, we muſt peform or pradiſe none 
untill thoſe extraordinary Gifts do return, (which there 
is no ground ro believe ever will:) This is what the 


_— 


Seekers afſert, and was weof your mind in the caſe of 


Singing, we know-we could not withſtand the caſting 


off all Ordinances, from ſuch a Suppoſition you ſng- 


I 


peſt. ws Es A 
l How inconſiſtent to my ſimplicity doth whar 
you affirm ſeem to be, let all men judge : One- while 


you are for Singing, and intimate you are 1n the paa- 


ice of it too; and what ſinging is that? Why, you 


tell us, viz. Tis praiſing of God, and if that be nor Sing- 


Ing, then you are wholly withour 1t, 


Bur notwirhſtanding this Singing, you intimate you 
are waiting for ſuch Gifts as may pur you into a Ca- 
pacity to perform ut fally according to the primitive 
Plarform and Pattern : So that it ſeems you do not 
ſing as yer according to the primitive Platform and 
Partern, and'if ſo, your ſinging canniot be allowed, nor 
will 1t ſerve to diſcharge that Goſpel Duty ; \becauſe 
every thing 110 Gods Worſhip that 1s accepted, ought 
ro be'done -accordingito the primitive. Pattern ; -bur 
if the one be Goſpel Singing, there's no need of thie 
orfer, and if: the larter which you wair for Gifts to 
perform at preſent, be. the true | primitive way of 
Singing, certainly ' the other can be no: ſinging ar all: 
Becauſe it differs quite in the Nature of it from that 
| which you intimate you are waiting for Gifts to per- 
'Þ form. | OR SE IE 

| You call the common way an Invention, and rend 
1t as bad as offering ſtrange Fire, but you do nor 
prove *tis ſo, You mention Reverend Mr» Edward Har- 

_ 74ſon, who yoo ſay was concerned ; -that ſuch ſorr of 
| Singing was to be avoided as Will-worſhip : *Tis 
 } ſtrange 1f he lookr upon 1t with ſuch an evil Eye, he 

$ did-nor leave a Teſtimony againſt it, as he did againſt 
Laying on "of Hands upon Baprized Believers as ſuch. 

But what do you mention Mr. Harriſon for, as one 
on your fide 2 May nor we cite Reverend Mr, Tomes, 
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"Ray | 
a man famous beyond moſt for the Baprized way 
who was for. this Way of Singing ; and ſo was t 
Learned and pious'Mr. Goſnall, and the late pious, pru-! 
dent, laborious, learned end faithful Mr. Zee, and learn-! 
ed and odly V avalor Powel,and fo rhe Revercnd, Pious: 
Learned and Laborious Mr. Hanſ.Knowls;and ſome hun! 
dreds of able Divines perhaps not inferiour to any ot. 
them. .Compariſons are not pleafing, but. uhy may nor} 
one fairhfull, pious and learned Mitiſter be er vs and} 
his Steps. and Sentiments followed, as well as another ?' 
All che Baptiſts were.not a againſt this way of. Singing 
when firſt -our Churches were planted. 

But ler ſome worthy men fay what they pleaſe, ] | 
and call: 3t Will-worſhyp, we matter ir not, ſince. we | 
find this way of Singing was alwayes uſed both under: 
the Old and New Teſtament :- Tho- Mr. Harriſon and/þ 
_ his Congregation would not fing together, yet Nr. Har- | 
riſes great Maſter Jeſus Chriſt and his Congregation,. 

. did fing rogether, who 1s our, Patrerr, and not Mr. Eds 
ward Harriſon, farther-than he followed Chriſt. 4 

Bur why will you! nor cnter-into: the Lift of this 
Controveriic ? pray: be, nor-unwilling. 10 anſwer thoſe! 
Books lately publiſhed, os.'elſe difpure out this point” 
 ſoberly, in a ſweer cool Goſpel Spirit ?. If you eany. 
gphvince us we are in an Error, we ſhall rerraRt it, 
Ynd bleſs God for your care of our Souls, and Church-F 

es, which you - affirm are carried away with an in-} 
es hens of men, from our Virgin fimplicity: we ſhall 
now examine what you lay down in the fourth page© 
of your Epiſtle, which ir ſecms is the heads of a Scr- 
mon yon preached againſt Singing, after hevereny 
Mr. Knowles had 1n. the Morning preached it up as. 
Goſpel Ordinnace : {ad caſe ! 

Firft; © You fay. you fhall ſhew what Swinging is; 
*« that may or fhould be-prattis'd in a Golpel Church. *! 

. Secondly, * In what order or manner it ought ralfy;. 
« he managed according to Divine Appointment. YE 

"Thirdly, © How .1t appears that the Common Sing 
«ing 15 .nat an Ordinance of. Jeſus Chriſt- 


ths eh _— — a. - wet 
Su WP, b ne 


— Ave + CER Te Mat . -4q 


Pad «> . , pl - 
©. g > *- - a Wa 
»* ww TT yo — wr = mom $——-- 
* G —_ q £ Ft ” : — 
- ®. 
. 
ME - 
; " W 4 1 
b 
—_—o—_— —_— PP —  ___ RO. 4 on om ___ rod -groe_—_——— 
- 


« 
- 4 : , < 
5 * 6 - 
OP | . . = 
* F - 
. = 
\ 3 7_v aſl —< y f . 1 ty * 
- . : 4 N : - Sv 4 = age + 
p, — . c 
= {AL P . 2 co” _— #* b 4 > Frags > 208 = 
.» pe. - c 
gn—_—__ « —_— Fi wn oth h a - . wars 7 p bo 4 
- _— , — a 
ce $A EL of” "re ont In. MEI ES nn EIS , 
« " - " 
—. v F ok $ 
»s, * - — % _ ©.* + _—_ pe * _— - . . avs wo 
kws , > ne pc . _—_—_—— 
d , $ Y 
- 
- 


_ % 


md x 
I %., 


a... hy » . 
= _ ? - : 
= « » — : 
- —_—— —— my s > *%0 p 
k | J po - - * oh ming Bar a «4 
« - : s 3. 4% "A * ”/ , - > 5 m >=. a Ti < 
— IR ore os At RE Se | Om - 
my by a T3 AÞ-4 boa drove - + — hy OOTY —_—_ I" > dw. LP 46 " Swank a 
_— . ——<4. _—- —_—— - 
Sx © 4 A aA 
<Þ m4 © ad. Spe e we pe = __ — F * 2..O 3 Ws & YH. Wl RS _ ” l 
"» * " - " % Co & . , A - . ” hs, rf 4 r « , » + AY _ i + * $$.” 
- . 6%," % decked % . : , = % 4 *. b » pl © 4. E Sx wy # *? CL RGETS v 3-6 I ——— - -_ © 5 LS g 
K = > Wo 4 % } 'P q . * # I i &, . 40> « Ly > . ay b 


F ourihly 


2. » *" 0 . . 
> 3 AAS > hh 43-10 Pon Ade io at te Ag 
£4. >» &- 
PR "- 4 T. 
, © 2 F th ” w. £ ” L 0 v4 o 4 k T4 


"| me 4 "P4 
0 my Ba {14.4 OE Ss ; ; Ms ua”; adthn* L466 
F had . p o , rv I - | 4s - , 
+ 4 6 > ian; th B, b A. \ "Ip LN + 
G . > : 4 
» ; 
[ | $ ? 
, p o S Fy 
® ” « 


Fourthly,  ©.Shall confider you fay, ſome Scr1 UTE 
| this: common. Singing in the 


Ss < that ate alledged for 
S «© New Teſtament. 


Fifthly, © Shall mention ſomething concerning your 


| < waiting on the Lord.. for the full reviving of ut ac- 
| © cording to the primitive Pattern. OO 
 Firft then, {you ſay,) ** As to ,what that Singing 
| «js that may or ſhould be. practiſed in 4 Goſpel 
& < Church, 1 ſhall thus briefly, - ſay you, deſcribe it, viz. 
« It is the, ſolemb, joyful difjin& expreſiing or. ſound- 
«ing forch the high praiſe of the great God; and his 
3 © Son Jeſus Chrift, &*c. according. .as the Holy pt 
| «<rit giveth ability or utterance to an:Elder, or gifted 
F< Brother, in a Church or Afemly of the- Saints, 
Xx <©to be managed . in an orderly,manner, according ro 
} © the dire&ion* given vus-.in the Holy Scripture of the 
4* New Teſtament, whichg.1s the. only Rule \for the 
| © diſcovery. of, ..3nd guidifp- us .into the prafice. of 
Þ< Goſpel Ordinances, whereunto..it doth nor: appear, 
F< nor can jt he proved that the common. Artificial 
ey Khimes, Meaſures or Tunes are.effential to it, 1 ſay: 
ir} © they are nor Effenrial co. it,. though not unlawful. 
Þ TI. Reply. We muſt needs fay your methed-js well 
t, cur out, butill made up. © 0b ls mg 


% 


a EAI NS es 0 e \ 
1-8 For Firft, you. leave us in the dark about what If 
Zyou eclieve finging is, rh$ you fay it 15 a diſtm& ex- 'W 
Fprefing or ſounding forth the high: praiſe of God, Ti 
J&s. for you may .yet mean as far. as any Body:can ' i 
Fee, hereby only praifing of God in Prayer, -unlefs i 
$yon had added, ris a ſolemn. diftin& .exprefling or | 
glounding forth the high Praiſes: of God, by a muſical 
$/clodious modulation or tuning -of the Voice, which only: 
:« Idiſtinguſhes ,whar finging is, from any. other diſtin 
Fac of the bodily Organs, as *tis always underſtood by 
ul Mankind : *ts. well however, you dare -not fay 
YAimnmes, Meaſures or Tanes are © unlawful. We i 
oil nor fay as well as you, Rhime is Efſential rot; of 
"Ppt if ir be a Plalm, Hymn or Song, and yet not  _ \V 
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Metre, or meaſur'd fiſt, we and all Mankind are w 
nerally miſtaken, for we know not how Proſe differy 


from Metre any other. ways; but if there may be 4 


melodious modulation of the Yoice, 'or a proper ſing- 
ing withour Metre, we will not contend 4bour that';; ; 
and if you can ſing rhat way, pray uſe. your liberty 5 

bur-finee Rhime, meaſures and Tunes are nor- unlawful, 


(4 2g quia atfirm they are not) you ought ro) 
| , 


leave'ns't> our liberry; and: not condemn chat as att; 
invention of met-6r an Error,which' we perceive you} 
dare not. do, beetu ſe you know in the” \Original the! 
Book of Palms, | part of” Fob, Hannah*s and Deborah's 


Songs, Prov. Erclil, & Sing © Solomon, the Sony of Tſeiah| 
the- Lamentations and Hiboubhnb, 8&c. are tn Metres Þ 
.2. But why may we'nor fing with mexſur'd feer? co 


1. 'Your firſt 'reaten' 1s, . Betaufe you” fay thtre is 1a 


Rule in; the-New TVF4; ment "rnjojning them,” nop- any ex: 


ape for ſuch a prafiice:”' 4 

Anſwer: There 15a Rule n " New Teſtiment c en-} 
joyning- ſinging Plalms, Hymns and you Songs ; 
And from thence we thus reaſon; i the Church} 


knows. no other finging of- Pſalms, "Hynins: e7. but 


ſuch-a way, viz. in{Merre, 'as was uſed wnder- the old} 
Teftament, -then that way the Churches: are ro  ſinglf 
bur che former is true. 


_ *- 2: If: Pfalms, Hymns, or Songs differ only fromſ 


Proſe, becauſe they are in Metre, 'and this too in thef 
common underſtanding of all men, then the Plalmy 
Hymn, or Song is or muſt he in Metre, or meaſur'dp 
feet, eh;. that is ſung, or elfe &1s no Hymn or Song atf 
all; but\ only in concert and fancy. 

& Whereas, as you-asK, whether a perſon cannot be 
&« merry 1 the Lord, expreſs his Joy 18. Praiſe and 
« Thankſgi 2rvitng with chearfal Voice, without. ſuch .: ati 
* Artificial Compoſure before mentioned, 

Anſwer. We,do nor deny but a perſon may be mers 
ry m the Lord, and expreſs his Joy in Praiſe a1 F| 
Thankſpiving with a'chearful Voice too, and yer. nok 


'ing the Praiſes of God 3 what tho we char way + | 
_——- 


/ 
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7 7 
ind are to:rejoyce, yet ought we not to kaye the. 
other undone; vip. to exprets our Joy when merry 
' jn the Lord by finging, becauſe. we, are enjoyned by 
the Lord to ſing-and make melody ; will you teach 
and-inftruct the Almighty 2 What, fays ſome, cant 
we Worſhip God without going into the water and 
be baptized, ' or - remember Chriſts Death without 
breaking Bread, and drinking Wine. Take heed, 
dear Brother, finging the Praiſes of God is enjoyned 
- on us, and on the Churches -of Chriſt, *cis not left 
to our liberty, whether we will do it or not : And 
other praiſing] of. God with chearful voice muſt nor 
exclude this way, nor can '1t without Sin 1n-negle6t 
*F ofa holy Duty... And 'Brother, 'you have no inore 
© reaſon to call it an artificial compoſure, than' ſo to 
oF call our compofed Sermons. The Prophet had a ve- 
2 ry pleaſant compoſed voice 'in Preaching, fo have 
# ſome row, but muſt they be charged with an artifi- 
cial compoſure ; who gave man that melodions tongue 
but God, and was it to any other deſign think you 
than to fing-forth his praiſe > © Ks 

Secondly, *You ſay, If 2hoſe things ( that is Metre, 


ty Perſe and Tune ) be eſſential, then this Singing would 
gift be more 4 Natural Art, "or rather an Artificial acquired . 
* attainment than a Spiritual gift. 


| "Anſw. We anfwer, Natural-Art, and Natural 
* Gifts are from God, as Speech, or to ſpeak, 4s ptver 
# tous by him: *Tis moreover an Ordinance to-read 
God's Word, and an abſolute Duty, and- yet. it can*t 
be attained without 'Art, and barely to read is more 
an Artificial acquired attainment thai a Sprritual-; 
ſo 15 1t barely to ſing, and to preach, pray, and hear 
too; but to read, to pray, to preach, and ta- fing 
Spirityually, can't be Hh without Spiritual «gifts, 
JF for without Grace in the Heart, none of thofe Naty- 
3 ral, Moral and Artificial acquired attainments can be 
nd} performed acceptably to God. Sys 
Thirdly, you fay, Then the Melody would be as much 
in the Voice or Tune, as in the Heart, contrary t# Eph. 5. 
| RESET B RASTAND Anſw. 


4 


4» + —_— 
—_—_—_ —_ 


Ss e 4 - "8 * n K « : + % - ” "A * -. A - ts 
wy > . b 2 ”y . \ mu « as," *, < bo %.. * - - 0 
A 4 . . x. = = 4 «4 - . . L i = Y . » 
* _ o - . * , = V = $ $ & a : a - 4«. . Log os D 4 he by LAY” 
. Es X $ Ry RN ; ; : : ' of * F HZ ne. 4 : 
. » - s S ” - p 5 va ©; 4 s 7 *;7 RY > o n PRI a 1 . . o p x© . p * -—»p 4 , © W_ ” - «4+ "P , - a © +" = 
; ; * . . ? . 0 I” x, C> oo 1 . & us ; = « wy * © * a : - . * - 4 | _— 
wo & > - . \ . , : a > - \ 46.1 i I Y ”, þ © £ 0 Ry mo, s - ' ; - ” " 7» . —_— . wg { F "da 
= 4: [FL ” . 4r* 
A 4 PA v P ; -# , 4 . A p, - . * 4 
AX > » R , . L . 
+. 4c > at. ' i. q . . » #0 m_— - ns > IX TP 26 « Si _— Pr 
» þ N E * « —_—_ Py : -. 4 _ % - » 3's " = 
5 - - i a pu - A = 4 4 4 (* C > = e of = ” 
% - F322 o —_ a a —_ as - 6c » > - " * - = = 
, . - *, = g » : As , _ oe 4 : _ a we _— a -- @, _ þ ES. 4 "" 
; ” 4 Kr L &þ. » 2H os —_ : je D X = > , Se? 7 A 8 "+ - * A * - SA _—_— a + » —_ ": X . 2 - —— % = . w . Z | . . % 
ey * - , - P = " y , * 2 * j = . : #* . _- "4 _—_ : Fg ” , C - er wore worn vo reeWw _ 4% -- 7 ” Ww 4 « ; _ 
a as - .* . $4 bed w_* "4 - a > Os "LM: Yo Get . 4 . C TM "77 ey SW - hy . We. i = Bo 7 
» * / Say 5.5 i 4e# $7 99 of ro . 57 ” thts -w _— : a "nw, . > On. o 54 1 —_ 
* ; In "het nn "IN ivy 4. i © : or ”w - _ dg *: - a 4x. $4 a+ ” __ - ; ” 
SEE wet. BA ae wes a 4655 _—— ne 20 as p Was Bop, = 4 - 1 ' < bot I "Per: "" - » ts, OO g - : Þe ate _— —_— - 4 net ; a A . 
yy CEL A ISEE = — —_— — LPS: Cn ; n > nt *.: * - G exe” rats vey nt LY — þ | 
. nh »1 > Sw " OI - - b wt, l _— - "IT : a 
” & PR « Rath.” ti tres. of > yo n Pe . « . —  w e = a "095 _ "+ 4 ky - +} $f by 
; di. _ _ _— _— Y AE - —_— a: 
p_ $9 6.2 ay £C- ">a <v% : *%. _ - * "i. os «= V i bs 
- , _ ” * _— % RO... - Y 4 
—_ San oy Y 
» al «' F -t A . q La : = - k 
- = - TH : on Y Is hone ot ren 4 #-.: CE 4 TY" 3 ht = & Jo” __ ua nd X " | _ 
_- r arg gamaa——_} _ : | %*K THE. STAY TIO MIOS Haus : | "7 . | 
X "—_ \ allied . ———_— ; ” Ss —- p ” 
w_— TL UE 7 8 .-y-< © hw . p- ” d at - PI: = 4 ad F "IG -—— -- . he I 6 : v bs "2 - . 3 2 
4 _— . Ar 4 : , 5, __ *, : 4 
comin —_—— 5.5 ni. or my . ( \_ " 
" dk FR: —__ © ug » Vt - ctf- . 1 4 k : 5% + . dr + 
= Ai newt ne be < Y p s - L A 4 
* - F - , - 3 . 
; . 
I - £ | 


hs Bs 
i ad oa. 1 ” * , [ p bo " n _ id. , og 
. ” | , « © we : »* « 
a 
F s l * 
w $340 | 
[ 


' Anſw, The Melody ought to be -1n the Hear 
*according to Eph.5. and in the Voice: foo, or ell 
it could not be {inging ; *tis not to be a melody witls 
_ out the Voice, but if it be only 1n the Voice, an 
no Spiritual Melody in the. Heart, then *15, "wg 

grant, contrary to Eph. 5. Doth not your ſuppoſes 
_ way of finging with chearful Voice, conſiſt as wel 
in the Voice as in the Heart. PR | 
The Pfalmiſt tells us, when God brought back th 
Captivity 'of Sion, He filled their mouths with 
laughter, and their Tongues with finging. Singing 
is only an a& of the Tongue or Voice, and fo a6 
knowledged by all Mankind. | jt 


| Laſtly you ſay, © There be ſuch Speeches recordedy 
© in Scripture, which are. and may be called Songs alþ 
* praiſe, which we do not find were uttered with tuns| 
© able Singing, but with an audible ſolemn chearfulg 


- . 


©Voice, as that which is called the Song of Hannah, 1 


A - 


% 


©. andthe bleſſed Virgin. _ f 

Anſw. Why do you aſſert any ſuch things? ifthey 
praiſed God in a Song, they ſung the praiſes of God; 
but they praiſed- God in a Song, Ergo, they ſung hig 
praiſe ; this muſt begranted, unleſs you can prove any 
did praiſe God 1in a'Song without Singing. 3 
2. Ifthis be not ſo, the propriety of Speech, or asf 
of the bodily Organs are confounded, and we left in 
the dark, andthe common Underſtanding of all Man# 
kind deceived. | | 


* 


ms « = QO DA-a- 


OY OMG. as. Sb. Tum A ao and 


3- Th &ris.not {aid they ſung thoſe Songs, yet their} 
Singing of them is directly implyed, becauſe they; 
praiſed God and magnthed him in Songs. : 

4. You know thoſe Songs in the Original are in Met 
tre: Were you nota Scholar, we ſhould not ſo much] 
admire at your miſtake ; it -was no proper Song they 
_praiſed God in, if i1t-were- not ſung, and none darel 

ſay that thoſe are metaphorically called Songs. | 
5. But you muſt conclude they were Tropical andj 
Metaphorical Songs, :or elſe believe they in a proper 
ſence, according to the common Underſtandipg of Man. 
Bo | kin} 


_— - 


kind in general, did ſing thoſe Songs. To conelude 
with this Head, viz. Whit Singing is? all men may per- 
ceive your Trumpet gives 10 this mater an uncertain 
ſound, for one while you intimate *is praiſing of God 


in Prayer, another. while you ſuggeſt you wait fora 


ſpecial -gitr, to perform it according to the Pcimt- 

tive platform. as F_ | AE 
 Andafter all, do not ſay 'tis a muſical melodions 
modulation, or. tunins of the Voice, thd but of one 
fingle perſon alone, which is the diſtinEtion of that 
diſtinct aGtof the voice known- to tne common race 
of mankind. | 


So that when that Gift js, attained you- waiſt for, 
we know not what-a' ſort of Singing we ſhall have: 


But the Word .of God hath not left us thus 1n the 
dark about what 1t 15 to ſing. PE 0 

1. All Learned Men affirm 'tis: an act of the yoice, 
which all men know how it difters from any-other 
act of the bodily Organs, as Prayer, common pra!- 
ſes, rejoycing, preaching, crying, ſhouting, Cc. as 
it allo clearly appears from Exod. 32. 17. 


LO _ 


2. That *is clearly diſtinguiſhed, from the Duty of 


- —_ 


| Prayer, as another diſtinct act, by the Apoſtle Paul, 


I Cor. 14, 15. What is it then ? I will pray with the Spi- 
rit, and will pray with the underſtanding alſo, I- will 


N. fing with the Spirit, and will ſung with the underftand-. 


ing alſo. Common praiſe 1s by all confeſfed to be a 
part or branch of Prayerzand comprehended in prayer, 
* and therefore that is not ſinging ; the ſame we have 
ey; laid down by the Apoſtle, Fames 5. 13. 


3. In a word, 'tis we fay again a muſical melo- 


dious praifing of God, which had you, affirmed, you 


had not lett your people 1n. the dark about 1t, as 
now you haye. But to proceed, we ſhall referr our 
teader for his further ſatisfaftion concerning-this to 
Mr. Keach's Book, Chap. 1. . 15; 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 
fTis called the making 4a joyful noiſe to the Lord, Pal. 


$1. i. and Pſal. 9x. 1. In Rev. 19. tis ſaid thoſe that * 


ſhall ſing thoſe Hallelyjahs, ſhall make a noiſe as of a 
| ——— great 
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great Thunder, which canft be the voice of orte fin 


| Church, and that the Pſalm was to be uttered ol 
' ſung by him that had it ſingly. CONF | 


tion} 
from, and let it be confidered. This Text had need tok 


| Place of Scripture for' what he ſays, but this one on-4 


'3O. For ye may all Prophefie one by one, that all - mayf 
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Secondly, We ſhall come to: examine that which 
in page'5. you call the order or- manner of Singing 
which you ſay we are plainly directed unto, 
what is recorded in 1 Cer. 14. From 26th. Verſe yollf 
ſay it is a gift of the Holy Spirit beftowed on whonf 
and when he pleaſes, for the Edification of the 


[1 

$+ 
- 
o 

a 


fo. 


 Anſw. That it was to þe uttered or ſpoken forth 
by one fingly, is granted, but that it was ſung by 
him. alone 'fingly, we deny ; the reaſon you give fork 
your bold affertion follows in the '{aid fifth page off 
your Epiſtle. | ." 
_ 7. For, or becauſe they were ſo to prophefie, v,; 
one Þy one, the ſame direction being given you lay} - 
for expreſſing or finging of a Pſalm, verſe 31. -| 


 Anſw. Brother, why did you not rehearſe that 
29, 30, 31 Verſes, for had you ſo done, all whoſ 


' read your Epiſtle might ſee what you ſay 1s not true,f 


there is _—_ expreſſed or ſpoken in verſe 28, 2 9,j 
30,37, about iinging at all. 


* v9 


We will give the Reader the trouble to read the 
Verſe which our - Brother affirms this aſſertion 


F 


, 


be plain for his purpoſe, becauſe he cites no other] 


Iy, to prove that one fingle perſon fhould ſing in thep 
Church alone ; Ler:the Prophets ſpeak two or three, and} 
let the others judge, ver. 29. If anything be revealed to 
another that fitteth by, let the firſt hold his peace, ver. 


learn, and all may be comforted, ver. 31. | 

Theſe are the verſes from whence Mr. Steed affirms 
the Apoſtle gives dire&ions about finging one ' by 
one, as in the caſe of prophecying: But how great-| 
ly he is miſtaken, willappear. Os 


I, For! 
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xr. For *tis plain from hence, that the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks only of prophecying ' or preaching, and not 
of Singing: And evident it 1s, that but one fingle 
perſon at once ought to preach, prophecy, or 1n- 
terpret the Scripture, and this direction the Apoſtle 
Md gives about the exerciſe of thoſe gifts, becauſe the 
M contrary is confuſton all the World knows. 


ſcore to ſing together, for if it were, Moſes and the 
whole Congregation, and Chriſt and his Diſciples 
performed a confuſed piece ' of Worſhip, which. is 
Blaſphemy to afſert. 77 


Spirit, that to do otherwiſe is not order but conſuſs- 
0n, which the All-wife God 7s not the Author sf : ver, 


Az our Dodctrines and Exhortations are uttered ſingly in 
1, the Churches. 7 ED 
'fi And that we do not admit of thoſe reſponſes or 
"| repetitions with audible voice of the multicude in 
=S Prayer, which are allowed of, and praQtiſed in ſome 
8 Proteſtant Aſſemblies, ſhall we admit of. this Rule, 
to guide us in ſome Caſes, and deny it 1n others ? 
EC | 
1. Anſw. The Apoſtle condemns that practice, as 
being confuſion, which ſeemed to be fo by Unbelie- 
vers as well as Believers, and ſo by all men in gene- 
ral ; and ſuch a practice, which 1t the Church allow- 
ed it, if Unbelievers come into their Aſſemblies they 
- would fay,Are they not mad? And fo indeed they might 
ſay, ſhould they fee ſeveral together ar one time 
2 preaching, propheſying, or interpreting the Scrip- 
ture, or vocally priying together : But it was ne- 
yer look*d upon by Fews or Gentiles to be confu- 
; hon for a great multitude to ſing together, for' ſo the 
Lords People, viz. Tſracl of old fung, and fo ſung 


finging together could not be intended. 
2+ Can any Man be ſo blind to think there was 


But 'tis not confuſion for two, three, or three-- 


2. You ſay it is poſitively | aſſerted by the Holy 


23. From this Rule it is, fay you, that our Prayers, - 


the Heathen Nations to their Gods, therefore this of 


8 3 gn Þ} 


$1 Ra 
OST. 
vo 


gh Fan - =» 
ſuch a practice that was confuſion in Gods Worſhip 
under the Law, for you will not deny but the Les! 
vites 5r the Priefthood then fung together 1n their, 
couries, in which was typified, fome conclude, the! 
whole Spiritaa! Priefthood under the Golpel, or; 
the whole Clin ch anging rogether with Grace ini} 
their Hearts unto the Lord. + + | 


' 3+ Since the Scripture you bring dota not prove,þ 
- what you affirm, in the Judgment of all wiie Men ge-z 
nerally, bur is only your ovvyn Interpretation of it 2 
And fince no Scripture 1s of a private Incerpres: 
tation, We Exhort you in Gods Fear to prove | 
this your Expoſi:ton of 1t by ſ:me other place or. þ 
places cf the Holy Scripture, viz. Stew, where ever | 
any one Man fingly alone did ever ſing. or was al- I 
loyved fo to dc in God's ordinary Worſhip, either | 
1n the Churca of the F-ws, or in the Goſpel-Church ; + 
which it you cannot do. your Interpretation is urter- 
ly to be rejected. ' You know, Honoured Brother, | 
this 1s the ſame Argument we uie to De:ect Men |} 
in -other Caſes, when they put their ow:: private 

ſenſe on any Text, which they cannot prove frem any - 
other place of ſacred Scripture. 

_ Fourtbly, Your fourth Realon for one fingle Perſons 
ſinging, 1s taken from Yer. 34. where the Apoſtle 
faith, Let your Women keep fil:nt in the Church, for it is | 
not permitted unto them to jpeak, but they are Commanded | 
to be under Obedience, as alſo ſaith the Law. + ff 

Anſw. About this we argue thus, v7. Since in your 

Judgment the Apoltle had. excinded Men to fing to- 
gether in the Church, and that they were not admit- 
ted to fing, but only one ſingly alone, the Won:en 
were much more, you may-conclude, had that been | 
his ſence forbidden, and fo no room left to ſubjoyn + 

' this Prohibition. : — 
| 2. But the Context and Scope of the Text opens : 
what the Apoſtle intends, he is a treating about Pro- : 
phecying or Teaching Goctrinally in the Church, and 
gives liberty to all gifted Mea fo to do, proyided they 
gpevs Bperey 10 911 greg Wn _” 
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did it in order, viz. One by One : But leaft the Wo-. 
men ſhould conclude who had the Gift of Prophecy 
or Teaching they might uſe that Gift, and take upon 
them to Teach or Exerciſe Authority over the Men, 


. the Apoſtle layes dovvn this Prohibition, they muſt 


not be permitted in a Miniſterial way, to Preach or 
Teach in the Church in ordinary Adminiltration, but 
be in Obedience or Subjection, as faith alſo the Law : 
So that it appears *tis no other Prohibition on Wo- 
men than what was under the Law, therefore excends_ 
not to prohibit them from ſinging, for they were 
{uffered fo to do then ; Miriam and Deborah fung in 
the Congregation. and 'tis left to their Praiſe and. 
Commendation ; fo that from what you ſay 1n the 


laſt place, p. 6. as to this, viz. that all this 1s deliver- 


ed with ſolemn awful Charge, &'c. fignthies nothing to 


_ confute ſinging of a multitude together, though Preach- 


ing, Prophecy, or Interpreting the Scriptures together 
in a diſorderly and confuſed manner, 1s here forbidden. 

And that this 1s the abſolute fence and meaning of _ 
the Apoſtle on this place, we averr 1s confirmed by all 
the learned, beſt and moſt faithful-Expoſitors and An- 
are of your Opinion. 

Thirdly, Say you, Thus briefly having declar'd what 
Singing 1s, and how a Plalm or Spiritual Song, ac- - 
cording to the Inſt;rution of our Lord Jeſus eyght to 
be brought in the Church, it from.hence plainly, you 
ſay, appears, what manner. of Singing 1s noc. his O: - 


notators that ever wrote ; we know none diflent, or 


Cdinahce : 


\ 


Viz. That common Singing of a mixt multitude,” e 
_ ©confiltingof Church-Members ; and hearers good 
© and bad, Men, Women and Chil: ren, Profeffors 
* and Prophane together. . - | Eh 
Anſw. You draw this Concluſion too ſoon; for 
there. ſeems no ohe Argument againſt ſuch. a ſinging 


yet, but you add then in the next place, 


B 4 _ Firſt, 


_ = 


Firſt, You fay it was never ſo capes for a ſtand.) 
ing Ordinance in the Church of the Fews, where! 


there were Inſtruments of Muſick and Singers «ppoint-J 
| ed, which are done away 1n Chriſt. 


I Reply. As to finging Praiſes to God with Voices 0-1 

ether in a mixt Congregation, that was a Duty per« 3 
Sine by the Lords Iſrael before the Law was given. : 
forth, Exod. 15. 1, 2. and therefore though ' Muſick. ; 
and Sin ing-men ceaſed when Chrift came , yet. 
 finging d1d not ceaſe, becaule, as athe Brethren have ? 


proved, it is part of Moral and N*tural Religion, and 
therefore a ſtanding Ordinarice. 


2. Becauſe 'twas Pradtiſed by Chriſt 'and his Dif. L 
_ in a Goſpel- Congregation, with Voices . toge- }Þ 
ther. ? 


3. Becauſe *tis enjoyned on the Goſpel-Church } 
without any New Directions given about it, or ap- + 
propriating it to the Miniftry only, or ſome one gitt- || 
ed Perſon, who was to ling by immediate Inſpiration,” | 
as you conceive. | 

Secondly, You fay it is moſt evident that now in 

_ the Goſpel-times Thiye 7 1s 0 ſuch Inſtitution of our . 
Lord Fells, WC 
Neither doth 1t, you "uy comport with his foi Ifl- 
tua] Diſpentarion, who hatn appointed his Clinrch. 
Ordinances to be adminiſtred by none but ſuch who 
are orderly. added to the Church, and qualified by 
the Gifts: of the Holy Spirit for it, being Cal , 
__ or orderly called to ſuch an Holy Exer- 
ciſe. 

r. Anſw. There is an Inſtitution now in theſe Go- 
ſpel times to ſing Pſalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 
Eph. 5. 19. Col. 3. 16. and therefore it comports with {1 
this. Spiritual Diſpenſation ; as touching ſinging in. a | 
mixt - Congregation, wherein the controverſie lyes, ' 
it ſeems you {o ſing as well as others, for if you do 

- Hot fing. in a mixt Congregregation with profeſſors 
and prophane, you do not * ing in the Church at all. 
Brother, take heed kaft you condemn the YN 
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T0 * 
which you allow ; do you fing or not in the Church 3 
You intimate page 2. *tis a falfe Calumny or accuſa- 
ti on £0 ſay You. do not, pray then copfider whether 
you do not {urffer others in prayer to fing with you 
F in your ſence, nay all that will. 'Alio you ſay, when 
MF one fings all may be ſaid to ſing, as in Prayer. 


ces with yours. ; TR TAE 
Anſw. Brother, is not their Joyning their Hearts | 
.1n your ſinging as you call it more 1n the fight of 
God, than a bare joyning the voice; 'tis exprelt Eph. 5. 
| inthe Heart as well as with the Voice. - Pray con- 
ÞF- fider this, and blume us no more for pleading for ſing- 
F ingin ſich a mixt mukitude. So 
2. Are none but ſuch who are orderly added to 
the Church, and qualified . by ' the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit allowed to. worſhip God with the Church > 
Then you are a grievous Offendor, for we are ſure 
you never worſhip God in his Church in any Go- 
ipe] Ordinance ſave breaking of Bread, but all in 
your Afﬀ/emblies are allowed or ſuffered to worſhip 
God with you : Is not hearing God's Word and. 
| Prayer ſpiritual Golpel Ordinances? in the laft you 
4 think you fing too, and do fot your Congregation, 
| when you perform theſe Duries, conſiſt of Church 
 # Menfbers good and bad, Men, and Women, and Chil- 
'þ dren, profeſlors and prophane together, and are. 
| not theſe Ordinances of our Lord Jelns? © 
3. Why may we fufter others to 'pray and praiſe 
God with us, and not ſuffer them to ſing his praiſe 
—__—_ EE. EE 
'4- You betray your Goſpel Simplicity, we fear, 
by this ObjeCtion, fince you do not allow of proper 
finging by the' Church alone: we ſhould think you 
made a more honeſt ſoruple in the' caſe if you were 
for the Churches ſinging alone ; but you are againft 
the Saints ſinging apart, as much as their ſinging 


5 . Where 


Obj. But may be you will ſay, they do not joyn their v0i+ 
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- F. Where have wea Rule to put the Hearers c 


- 
' 


? 
£1 
. 
nw, 


of our Aſſemblies when we are met to worſhip 
God ? or to command them not to joyn their Hea 
in Prayer with, us, or their Voices and Hearts in 
{inging Pſalms, &c ? Sure if it, had been unlawful; 
we ſhould have had ſdme Directions in that mats} 
6. We do not joyn with them in prayer, nor fing-; 
Ing, th6 they joyn with us ; we will not ſuffer then 
to bring forth a Pſalm or a Doctrine that are not -god4 
ly; no more than to make them our mouth in prayer. 4 
7. If tiey are enjoyned to pray and praiſe God 
and fing his praiſe *two, thd they catinot do it ac$ 
ceptably without holy habits, and . the exerciſe off * 
F+ith, then it can be no fault in us to ſuffer and per # 
mit them ſo to do: but the former you cannot deny, | 
| "apathy we cannot be faulty to permir them ſo to} + 
do. Fe | \ s 


Tr 
8. Singing of Pſalms is full of Admonition and * 
Spiritual Inſtru&ion, and ſome_we can aſfare you || © 
have been wrought upon by their finging, ſuch pow» © 
er 1t hath had upon their Souls ; and ſhall we debarr 
them of ſuch a precious Ordinance, that God has} © 


blefled to the Converſion of ſome Sinners Souls. : 
In page 7. you ſay, This Common way of Singing is | © 

#8 invention ſuited to the humane Conſtitution of a Natio= | 
nal Church, where Believers and unbelievers, Light and | © 

| Durkneſs, Chriſt and Belial are put together, 8&c. | 

1 Anſw. If it bean Invention, pray whe invent- | \ 
ed it, and in what Ape of the World was it: 

_ done ? certainly you muſt charge it upon Moſes, be-i © 
cauſe he was the firit we read. of who put a mixt] '* 
Congregation upon - Singing the praiſes of God : yours ; 
forget your ſelf we fear, our dear Brother, for youY 
cannot deny but that Congregation did ſo fing, yea? r 


and a mixt Congregation-1t was alſo. ; ” | 
2. Tho in clole Communion, in breaking of BreadMf . 
we are to ſeparate our ſelyes from Unbelievers, an 

SE mult 


# 


® [ 27) | 


muſt have no fellowſhip with them ; Yet a Goſpel 
Church is not to ſeparate in tine of other Goſpel 
Duties and Ordinances from ſuch, nor. do you call 


thoughts, and - do not fight againſt the Truth, for 
you cannot ſtand before it, *tis too ſtrong to be over+ 
come by.fancies and fictions of Mens Minds. —=—_ 
But 1n pag. 7. you are bold again to affirm, That 
Singing of compoſed Songs by all the Membcrs of a Church, 
both Men and Women lifting up thetr Voices together, is 
' not an Ordinance of our Lord Feſus : Your turther Rea- 
fons tollow. PETS. | = 
Firſt, You ſay, Becauſe there 7s no ſuch thing appoint- 
ed by him, or recorded ſo t06 be in the Hoy Scrip- 
*F ture of the New Teſtament. Hy 
' 2 .4nſw. The Churches are commanded by the 
\| Holy Ghoſt ro fing Scripture-pſalms, Hymns and Spi-. 
| ritual Songs without exception: And this 1s recorded 
18 Efy. 5. Col. 3. We argue, that either the whole 
x} Church muſt fing all together, or elſe only ſome of 


them, or one ſingle perſon only. 
| But fince they are all enjoyned to fing, or the Du- 
«| © 15required of the whole Church without except- 
'} on, and not tyed or ]1mied to any- perſon, or perſons 
#F 1n particular, 1t follows, they are all to Sing, and fo 


.. | to Sing as the Lords People ſung under the Old Te- 
1. | ſtament, and Cirift and his Diſciples, who ſung toge- 
{| fer ; bad it been ]tmited to the' Elder, or ſome gifted 


_ perſon,we' may be ture the Hely Ghoſt would haye gi- 
ven directions in the caſe, or hinted at fuch a thing. 
Secondly, In the ſecona place you hint, the whole 
Church, with every Member, ha1 Communion together ac- 
cording to the Primitive Pattern, and wherein they con- 


Eine and fellowſhip, breaking of. Bread ard Prayer, 
AG 2.42. Here you ſay 1s not the leaſt mention of their 
ſunging together, which if it had been prafiſed in thoſe 


Reply, Brother, you coniels Singing is an Ordi- 
_ Nance 


ppon yours ſo to, do ; pray Brother change your | 


tinued, is expreſly declared to be in the Apoſtles Do- _ 


Times,as it ts now by many, would it not have bin expreſſed ? 


" A. of % 
SY. 3. SDL 
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14 LORE 


hd as you conceive by one ſingle perſon only : Now! 
If to, how comes it to pals this Argument of yours 
. has any weight in 1t, ſince there is.no more mentiong 


the Apoſtle raught the whole Church to ſing, then 


have under the Law in t 


fing all together with the Spirit, and Underſtanding, as i 
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nance that was praQiſed in the primitive Church, 


of one ſingle perſons ſinging than of the whole 
Churches 2: this is againſt any finging, and fo againſt} 
yours, as much as againſt that we contend for, * * 
| 3, Dear Brother, you forget that Singing of Pſalms | 
was part of the Apoſtles Doctrine, and that they! 
taught the Charches ſo ro. fing ; we argue thus, If 


ſich a ſinging was part of their Do&rine in whicly 
they continued : But rhe Apoſtles taught the whole! 
Church to fing, Ergo, that was part of their DoQtrinegf 


in which that Church continued. 3 
Thirdly, Tou obje# againſt the whole Church ts ſing, 
becauſe Women are plainly forbidden to ſpeak in the Church,'| 
that 15, ſay you, 10 utter a Doftrine, or a Pſalm, 8&c. | 
. Anſw. We, have ſhewed your miſtake in this ; af 
Woman is only prohibited from. teaching or preach-| 
ing in the. Church, ſhe muſt not exerciſe authority| 
over the Man, For to teach Authoritatively hath thatÞ 
contained in 1t; they are not forbidden to fing be-f 
cauſe under the Law they were (as we faid before) 
permitted ſo to do, and they are not denyed any liber-# 
ty 1n the Goſpel png? es they had and might} 
at caſe. ' 72 

Fourthly, You argue againſt ſuch ſinging, Becauſe 
every Member of the Charch, you ſay, is not capable to be}, 


a 
4 


* exerciſed in that common way of Singing, for ſome have, youl 


ſay, not a tuneable Voice, or natural. Faculty of Singing, 
ſome may not underſtand immediately that compoſed Song, 
read tothem, may not be in a joyful frame, and ſo cannat 


required, -1 Cor. 14.15. - _ 


£9 
FE 


Anſw. We do not believe any one -Member |} 
totally without a tuneable Voice, or the faculty @ 
Singing, th6 ſome may not have it to that degree g 
acutenels as ſome thers,- no more than they may F 
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Prayer ; yet ſuch who cart pray ſo elequently, of 4 
cutely expreſs themſelves, ought to pray neverthelels 
as well as they can, and 10-in Singing they may do it . 
as well as they can. » 

2. They are all to joyn in Prayer 1n their Hearts 
with the Miniſter ; but may be ſome may not fo clear- 
ly and immediately underſtand ſome of the expreſſions | | 
their Miniſters uſe, and ſo with the Spirit and Un- 
derſtanding can*t joyn in Prayer in their Hearts, and fo 
with you in your way of ſinging = _._ _ 

3. Such who cannot, may forbear either Joyning 1tt 
ſuch Expreſſions either with you, or us ; and fuch 
who are not in a joytul. frame may forbear too ; we 
do not believe every 6ne muſt ſing always with the 
Church, or they ſin : But thd they may not be in a 
Joyful frame, God nevertheleſs deſerves his praites, 
and he is ina very bad frame .indeed that 1s out of z 
frame to laud ant praiſe the Name of God : the Apo- 
{tle bids us rejoyce evermore, and thd ſorrowtfu!, yet 
alwaysrejoycing in the Lord. 


Fifthly, Tou ſay Singing is to be prafiifed 15 that it 


| maybe for teaching and: admoniſhing one another; therefore, 
$ Col. 3. 16. ſome are to teach, and ſome to be taught : 
are all Teachers and all Admonifhers at one time, but 


& 


none taught, whicb is confuſion ? | 
I Anſw. By the way, this ſhews Singing 15 not part 
of Prayer, or praiſing of God in Prayer; ſure you | 
do not uſe Prayer to teach or admontfh one another. 
2. The Pſalm hath the-teaching and admonifhing in 
it, and all'in finging Plal;ns may be' ſaid to teach, 


and yet all by the Plaim are taught and admonifhed. 


And fince God hath commanded: us to teach and ad- 
moniſh ane another. VIP. In Pſaims, Hymns and Spirt- 
tual Songs, ſinging and making meitody in our Hearts to 
the Lord ; how dare you contradict it;or oppoſe our to 
doing? 'Tis a different way of teaching one another, 
than: in the way of a Miniſters preacking, and yet !t 1s 
no confuſton; 'tis a teaching and admoniſhing one ao: 
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C8 ling : Plalms, Hy mns, | 


—__ 
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of Pſalms; and ho 


ng out J 
| K As I 
* 1o proce Vp rers ſhould ſay him4 4 
a | en WW : . 3 v 
"ly way for the on chi {ay you, be repured an order 
© ple > So that © oy ruction and edification of the ped 
*alledged to s Scripture which is ſo. frequently 
*anc evident wimneſe þ common Singing, is a plain 
or W1tnels, fay you, againſt ; x 
I Reply. How m = 2.% It, OC, bl - 
contents , OW many Ientences of a Sermon may hb 
mon nana 290 of rims is fin fer thee 
in an a4. 4-Jetne People may be { | 
77 prior way inftridted and edified -t 
Davis 25 people of old thus ſing 
2 Chr ON. 2 


ed his people 2 


F KG H bes for inſtruction anc 

and admoniſh one, ht commanded x 
2. Wethus I Ro 1 Plalms in finging,Co/ 3.16,F 

; N, £1tner the Ar 45 ex> 
Ons | : e Apoltle g; 0 - 
nie, ole Scriptures, Epb. 5, 19. Gol. ve 
&'c. orto = on or out of Plalms, Hymns þ 


quite dtferent from 5 


. 


reach Ng, Or : 
not fay, Ad 
of reaſon why the Ap 


o& eve particular DireQions to Minifters to Preach ou 
Vil of the Pſalms. _ © © 'h 
W. 2. Becauſe in the ſame breath, as. we may ſay, he 
WM exhorts them to ſing ; ſo- that according to all wiſe 
M and worthy Expoſitors, he: means noother Teaching 
chan that which is in ſinging of Pſalms, @&'c. 
| 3+ Becauſe he doth not dire& his words to Minti- 
ſters, but to the whole Church, even to all that are 
to be filled with the Spirit, and to have the Word of 
Chriſt to dwell richly in them, which: 1s every Man 
and Womans Duty; all that were or are filled with 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, or who have true Grace 
in their Hearts, or have cauſe to rejoyce in God, are 
required to fing Plalms. OIREDS IP 
2. It cannot intend Prayer, or Praifing of God 1n 
Prayer, becauſe thereby we only ſpeak to God, and 
not to Teach and Admoniſh one another. If we are 
| no where in Holy Scripture ſaid in Prayer,or Pratfing 
s of God in Prayer, to Teach and Admoniſh one ano- 
E ther, then fuch an Expoſition 1s to be exploded as er- 
roneous ; but in Prayer, &&c. we are no where faid 
to Teach or Admoniſh one another: | 
Therefore it muſt intend fome other Duty or Ordt- 
nance that 1s diſtinE or different to both the former, 
Fiz. That of Teaching and Admoniſhing one another 
in Pſalms,. by finging of them together. " 


. -w 


So that-in oppoſition to. what you ſay, theſe places 
ſo trequently alledged do not only countenance that 
which you call common finging, but poſitively en- 
zo0pns it on the Churches, ---:- b 

Sixthly, * This common way: of Singing, you ſay, 
* cannot be allowed in the Church, becauſe the Mem- 
© bers cannot by lifting up their Voices ſing. together, 
* but it muſt be by ſome compoſed tet ſtinted form of 
*{ome ones making, which they muſt have- read to 
*them, or they muſt read it them'eives line after 
* line, and fo to fing ( ſay you ) doth not appear to 
* be the Mind and Will of our Lord Jeſus. re 

1 Reply. Are not the 'Plalms of David, and other 


Scrip= 


_ Feripture Songs ſet and: ſtinted Forms ? atid-beeaytl 
they are fog muſt they not be allowed inthe Church] 
God, tit appears, doth enjoyn- then, and- therefore: ak 
 Jows them tho' you will not. EE 
 _ 2. But why muſt they be compoſed. Forms of lomg 
ones making > hath not the Holy Ghoſt left us in rhe 
Holy Scripture, Pſalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs} 
we plead Br no other Pſalms but ſuch. that are of the 
Spirus compoting, or compoſed by the Spirit. : 

3. Welee where your fore 1s, you are for Singitig 
by Inſpiritation, vig. Pſalms given immediately by 
Tome ſpecial Gift, and hence are againſt the wholg 

Churches Singing ; becauſe if you: ſhould have ſuch If 

ſpecial Pfalm to bring forth, others you foreſee can 
not fing with you; but the ſame Pfalm you muſtF 

' read or pronounce to them,and ſo it would be a ſtintedf} 

Form to others as well as Seripture-pſalms are ſo.Broz| 

.ther, how could all the Congregation of Iſrael! Singf 

with Moſes, if he did not, or ſome- others, tread or prox 

. nounce each lige to them? | 
 4- But why doyou ſay fo to ſing doth not appear to 

be the Mind and Will of God 5 you proceed, and ſay, | 

| 7. *Becaule he, never appointed or commanded thatÞ 

* one perſon ſhould write or indite a Prayer or Song 

©for another; nor did he'/promiſe a Bleſling to themH 


= 


. 


© 1n their ſo doing in his New Teſtament. P) 
Reply, God hath appointed and commanded his peo-| 
ple to fing Pialms, Hymns or Spiritual Songs, which} 
are left on record in the Scripture as to the matter of 
them ; and he has as much appointed one perſon to 
ſet them in order to be ſung, as he hath appoints 
ed'or commanded any perfon to indite a Sermon t0j 
preach 1t. ———— 
2. Invain 1s all you ſpeak, about writing or ind1-J 
ting prayers for another ; for God himſelf hath made 
appointed and given usa book of Pſalms, but no ſuchÞi 
Common-prayer-book : Had the Holy Ghoſt compi-Y 
led a Form of Pravers, as he hath a Form of Pſalms,! 
. and commanded us foto pray, as he hathenjoyned asÞ 
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when atid how to hear, when and how to read, when! 


is fin, reading and not conſi- | 
"geath, parraking of the Lords | 
Tving \ all to the poor, and pro- | 
& of Gods praiſes, and ſoon for» | 
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ught to dwell in _all"rſthly as in ori 'n6t fo quick | 
Cas weſaid afore') to/briig forth a Palin; as'to/a' 
right Spiritual ſinging of Plalms, Hymiis 4hd Divine Y 
»0ngs.”. "Tis a great- miſtake to ſuppoſe the Spirit _ 
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og: tis. We RPO the Saints in egeral as ee 
Duty, ,ſo.to be filled with.it ; ſpecial - Tr were 9n- 
ly given. to ſome, ; an bs Tal as a Duty. tobe at- 
tained by all, but as:a, promile,, given to ſome jn par- 
ticular; as the Spirit, culled to .every, man that 
had themas he plea ſed, Kt 
2.. Nor can it 'be proyed; the matter: of, the Mr im 
ſpoken, of 1 in 1 Gr. 74. Was; iminediarely giyeti, when | 
they were met together... But.:they.:had;a Dodrine, 


had a Pſalm, &c. ,wh . .ieſt, hey! Sos together, > 


1 Cor. 14,26, How is. it, 1508 I ben a4 come. toge- 


m, hath | $Þ; rine, &c. 
em, . but | had ' them 


ther, every" one of you. WG F Fe 
they. were not. to WAIF. Pr 
ready ; 1o that the Church 


bour. ahem, which OY, KY a. Pſalm, of «David, we 


reading of. no other, lo.c &q.; and, they, might: bring 
it forth in ſome exrrapringry y. .mapner,, 20g, may; be 
in an,uaknown Ton LY th inf were, .ngt., Look 
mitted to do, unlels 1 negrprater,: the 
ſo others mighr joyn | t;:, For., thi 


word, When t- pray, 
with the iderendins rp 
he was alone, but when. tg | P 
might .pray 'with him, A to. he: P 
ſung, $#z; with the &pares, .Jand with the up 
alſo; not.aply when. aloe; but ,alſo-10.,t 
that, others might ſing.,with 5 Ang mx Ss 7 
ver read of, any one Mans. In alone i 10 any, hug 
Afſemblywe do affirm;luchgpradice SO Sang 
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* © of Worſhip ? ; 


. would” have” none at” 9 


oled, ſtinted Form of anothers making tay ' 
beWed in Singing, why may it not much more be 4 
* uſed in Prayer, which is in cotnpariſon a lower ſort -? 


1- Reply. We ſay a ſtinted form of Pſalms, Hymns, * 
and Spiritual Songs are left in Gods Word as com- | 
poſed. by- the Spirit, ; ; f uch the Churches are requi- KK 
red and exhorted to fing ; 


you itt his Treatiſe, there are about twelve in ſinging | 


* Riff, ifthat will do, in the New Teſtament, pag. 1s. -þ 


beſides a multitude in the Old Teſtament, as proper | 
fo be ſung as they, atidi are in the Original in Me- | 
tre too : Had there been ſuch ſtinted Forms of pray- | 
er left in Gods Word: as compoſed by: the. Spirit, þ 
and we- enjoyned ſo to 'pray, what objection could | 


have been againſt the uſing of them we know not? . 


22. You. would have a Pſalm given by immediate þ 
Inſpiration, and ſo __ by a ſpecial Gift, or you Þ 
d have” none at'all.: we know none of . your | 
ind; and of the Mind of your party, except thoſe | 


called the ſweet Singers of Iſrael. 


—_ Ree Sea -'O, SHA <. i © >, | FR | Y 
But we poſitively deny there were ever any ſuch | 
Pſalms brought into the Churches of Chriſt, and do | 


require you to give us but one example of ſuch a 


ringing forth of a Pſalm, viz. the matter, man- |. 
ner, at T "Tune, and all by immediate Inſpiration, 
' or ſpecial gift, and ſung by one Man alone, for we have | 
ſhewed that 1 Cor. 14. proves no ſuch thing. Alfo | 
we would know ic'there ſhould be ſuch- Ptalms gi- |: 
yer now, or hereafter, as you hint there were in 


the Apoſtolical Church, whether ſuch Pſalms would- A 


_ not-be of equal Authority to Canonical Scripture ? al- * 
ſo'were there ſuch Pſalms then giyen ; how comes * 
it-to paſs we have them not left 1h Gods Word; ſee- 4 
ing we. have others left on record? ee ee of 
- 3. But could you prove - ſome did bring forth * 
ſuch Palms, by a ſpecial Gift, in the Goſpel || 
day, what - would that fignifie, fince 'it would fol- EF 
low, and cauld not be denyed but they broughe 
y ._ --- fort 
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| Form, bur all cannot fing together - without they 


forth their Do&rines, OG. alſo, by the ſame mira- 
culous and extraordinary Spirit, and we. muſt no 
more attempt to preach without ſuch an extraor- 


% 


dinary Gift, than:not to_fing Pſalms without the 

ſaid extraordinary and ſpecial Gift, but muſt- throw - 
off all Ordinances till thoſs..Gifts return : if what 
you ſay" be true, 9H. ER 

' 4. Why do you. lay Pray: £415 2 lower' fort of wor- 

ſhip than Singing, we utterly. deny it : ' What Duty 

is more ſublime or ſacred than right Spiritual pray- 

er? Eut tho' prayer be- fo-great a Duty, and we 


L = 


have no tinted Forms lefe for it, yet in finging, / 
which is alſo a great Goſpel Duty, we have a ſtiat- 
ed Form mentioned. A pſalm can't be a palm, as 
we cold you once already, without a ſer and tinted 
Form ; all alſo may pray together without a ſtinted 


know the ſet Pſalm; Hymn and Spiritual Song ': So 
that from the Nature of Singing, or how it differs 
from prayer, we.argue, there 1s a neceſſity of the one 
and not of the other. . Could the Diſciples have ſung 

that Hymn with Chriſt unleſs the matter ſung were 
ſpoken out, or pronounced to them ? Therefore tho' 

we condemn as well as you the compoſing, ufing and 

impoſing ſet Borms of Prayer, yet we ſhew and prove 
that ſet Forms' of Singing Davids Pſalms, and other 
Scripture Hymns compolſed'by the Holy Spirit; are of 
Divine Inſtitution ; and hereby we do not contradict 
our Teſtimony againſt the former fort of Will-wor- 
ſhip, page 8. of your-Epiſtle. And 'from hence in op- 
poſition to what you there ſay, we affirm, this Ar- 
gument of yours carries no weight nor demonſtrationin' 
1t atall, againſt that you call the common way of 
Singing. Nor do we give up the Caule in the leaſt, 
for which we have ſuffered in teſtifying againſt aFormof 
humane Antichriſtian or Popiſh prayers. Nor -is our 
alledging againſt you, that liberty which you may, 


and many pious Miniſters do take in echnpokng a fer 
ang ftinted form of preaching without force of argu- 
| mene 
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thers to obje@ againſ}. ſetting (by caretul ſtudy) as 


the Spirit ſhall enable us, a ſet -Form of a, Sermon ro | 
- be preached, as there 1s for. you 'to condemn, the | 


compoſivg or:ſetting in-ordet; by the help of the Spi- 
Tit a Scripture-pſalm, Hymn, or Spiritual Song.to be 
ſung : To ſay Preachers:do--not confine. themlelves to 
thar ſet Forms they have ſtudied, we ſay is n0t true 
of many of them,” tho' may; be you do not fo contine 
your ſelf ; and will, you affirm they that do {o, do 
not preach Spiriruglly, but.by. a humane ſtinted form; 
we imuſtaſſure you- ſhould. you to ſpeak, it will be- 
get . another controverſie- as -hot as this; and. what 
will the effects of your Effay. be, think you, in the 

_ end, 'ſhou]d. you thus proceed? 1s the Sermon Hu- 
_. mane 4f every. word be pre-neditaced, that he after- 


again the ſame Sermon, verbatim, to another Congre- 
gation and be juſtified : See that, place Ads 13. 42. 


The true ſlate of the Caſe depending is this, vit. 


preaching: is Gods: Ordinance, but no. particular ſer 


ſtintedForm.or method of preaching is laid.down in 
the Gofpel. - Therefore let us not condemn one ano- 
ther, but leave each man- to: his liberty, ſo be. he 
preaches,. and the like alfp; in finging, provided: fing- 
1ng be:not wholly omicted from. inch groundleis pre- 
 tences, or a practice bronght in the room of . it that. 
VEL Wed | Beck, None ſound in the 
Faith pretend to preach by immediate Inſpiration, 
or by an extraordinary Gift, but by the ordinary 
Gifts, by ſtudying the Mediate written word, and 
us to ſtudy, and-pre-meditate 


never was uſed in Gods C 


the Spirit may. bs 
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ment; for we affirm, and will, God affiſting, maintain * 
it, there- is to every degree as 'much ground for q- : 


wards delivers? And may.notia Miniſter -preach over 
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every word: weintend. to ſpeak, and-yet our preach- 
ing may be Spiritual, -and þe as ſucceſsful as:if :we 


ſtudied not, but: ſpeak only what comes .ints our 


| - Minds when: we deliver it ; nay, and how unprofita- 


| Þle and confuſed generally ſuch Mens preaching is, | 
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all Men know, who preach 'extemporally : ſo Sing- 
Ing is Gods Ordihance, but none who are ſound in 
the Faith pretend to fing Pſalms by immediate -Infpi- 

ration ; nor is there any -more'ground to wait fora 
ſpectal gift to ſing than to preach; and how confuſed” 
ſuch extemporaty Singing might be, all may foreſee : 


*Tis eaſe to pretend to a Gift,- and ſo deceive thepeo- 


ple as ſome do, who pretend they preach by immedi- 
ate Inſpiration. And unleſs: the perſon can work 
Miracles to prove he ſings by an immediate Spirit, 


or a ſpecial Gift, who would believe him? nay, 


and there is more ground for -a ſet, ſtinted Form of 
ſinging than of preaching,-- becauſe, the Scripture- 
plalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs are left in Gods 
Word as ſet, and ſtinted pre-compoſed Forms, and: 
cannot be without ſuch Forms ; 'eis a fmall variation 
to put the Scripture-Pſalm, &'c. into Engliſh Metre, 


- without which they could not be melodiouſly ſung ac- 


cording-to the Precept, and the: proper Nature of 

Singing :. it ſeems to us that you; would have ſuch a 
ſort of ſinging as the Quakers have f preaching. Sup- 

poſe a Controyerſie ſhould ariſe amongſt Gods peo« 
ple from what you ſay againſt ſinging,. and ſome ſhould 
ay there is no ground for a fet, and ſtinted: Eorm of 
preaching, but ſay preaching muſt be performed from 
a ſpecial immediate or extraordinary Gift, as. in the 


Apoſtles time, and ſo from thence-will preach no 


more; they doubtleſs would have as much | t6c0g ſo 
to do as you have to caſt off or oppoſe all finging of 
Pſalms, from the. fame foot of an account, and 'pre- 
tend to wait for the return of thoſe Gifts that were in 
the Goſpel Church. . 
- Fourthly, *You fay.you ſhall ſpeak ſomewhat to 
" thoſe Scriptures in the New Teſtament, which are 
 alledged for this common ſinging ; the firſt is that in 
* Matth. 26. 30. Mark 14. 26. Where it is ſaid,they ſung 
" an Hymn, that is, Chriſt and his Diſciples after they 
had hroke Bread, in Greek, they having hymned, |. 
*from hymneo. Theſe Scriptures being the chief, you 
Es ..  *fap 
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ſay, by the miſtaken apprehenſion of which this 7 
"common ſinging isnſher'd in,andſteals intothe Church- | 
©esz you tell us you ſhall be the more large in ſpeak- 7 
<:ing to them. een. et 
* Reply: Tis your miſtake, the chief Scriptures we al- MY. 
ledge for the Church: to, fing together, are thoſe in : 
Eph. 5. Col. 3.. which enjoyns ſinging, they are clear W; 
Precepts.; theſe, are, is true, the chief that are 3l- + 

deed for ſinging after the Lords. Supper. Alſo ſing- - 
ing 1s no othewiſe nſhered' into the Churches than 
Believers Baptiſm . was : Nor doth it ſteal. in, but | 
comes in lawfully by -the Authority both of Precept 
and Example ; however, we will examine your An- 1 


1 
C 


5 & 


ſwers to theſe Texts. | p 
- Firſt;.-1t zs to be conſidered, ſay you, that ſeveral Learn- 
ed Expoſitors do aſſert, That this Hymn did belong to the 
Paſſeover, and not: to the Supper, the Lords Supper being + 
inſtituted before the whole Solemnity' of the Paſſeover was | 
-Feniſhed, with the Bread and Wine that was appointed for \ 
is : which being finiſhed, they concluded with an Hymn, | 
4s- the Fews were wont t0 do at (ſuch ſeaſons. If it then 
did appertain to the Paſſeover,it was done away with it,p,g. | 
- . Reply. Why did you not retite thoſe Learned Expos» | 
 fitors you mention ?:for thd we know: and grant ſome } 
tearned Expoſitors do affirm, That the Jews ended their | 
 Paſlover by ſinging a Pſalm, yet they cannot prove # 
what they ſay. Alſo-we know none who ſay this | 
Hymn which -our Saviour and his Diſciples ſung, did # 
appertain to the Paſſeover ; nor-do any Learned Ex- +4 
poſttors. afſert -one-fingle perſon alone ever ſung after 
pE.,..Þ>|"o A I 


( 


2. Herefirſt ofall you ſeem to confound the Paſſe-. 
over and the Sacred Ordinance of the Lords,Sup- # 
per together, 1ntimating, the Paſſeover was not finiſh- 4 
ed ll after the Supper - was, celebrated ; which: is  ; 

.. enough. to. cauſe ſome weak Chriſtians to queſtion: | 
«hetageithere be ſuch an entjre Goſpel Ordinance as 4 
Js Supper or: no ; or if there be, whether we- Þ 
s OR | a | 7 en as : ought 3 
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sht not before, to eat a Lamb, qr Leps of Mutton 


{ome do: Ee: F : 
3. But do not miſtake your ſelf, tis poſitively ſaid, 
Wat after (Chriſt rok the Bread, and gave thanks, &Cc. and 
ve it to bis Diſciples, and ſaid eat, this is my Body, and took - 
She Cup, and gave thanks, and ſaid, drink ye all of it, for 
| Wis is my Blood of the New Teftament: 8c.) They ſung 
WM Hymn, the ſinging of this Hymn was the ve- 
1 laſt thing they did before they went out into the 
Mount of Olives, Mat. 26. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. your- 
rſt Anſwer 1s but to blot paper, or rather to cloud 
e matter ; for did this Hymn appertain to the 
aſſeover, then here is no mentton made of Chriſts 
raiſing God any ways at all after the celebration 
We the Ordinance of the Supper. Go | 
F Secondly, By: (uppoſe, ſay you; it did belong to-the 
Words Supper, yet that expreſſion, They ſung, &c. .doth 
Wot prove that they lifted up their Voices together ; - but 
ther that there was ſuch 'a conſent or harmony int their 
earts, that it was as much the aftion of them all, as if 
hey had ſpoken together : So we read ACts 4. 24. it ts 
W-preſſed, that they lifted up their Voices together with 
Wne accord, and faid, &&'c. Doth any perſon underſtand 
Bhat they ſpake thoſe words every one- of them with an au- 
Wlible Voice rogether ?. ſurely no ; but that there was ſuch a 
$armony of their Hearts in that prayer, that it was as 
Fnuch to be reputed every ones prayer, as if they had each one 
Jroken it with their mouths, OP, 
ZW 7 Reply. Brother, you forget 'tis read they hymn- 
Med, from the Greek word hymneo: 'pray where do you 
 MWread wheretis ſaid any, prayed, or praiſed God only in 
 Wprayer, they hymned > Or ſecondly, Where do you 
MWread, when many lifted up their Voice, and hymned, 
Mor ſung, but only one ſung, and the other only coo- 
\MWiented or harmonied in their. Hearts, and ſung not? 
Many -( as our Brethren and others - ſhew you.) may 
. © MWbe faid.to pray together, thd but one is the mouth; 
Mbut many cannot be faid to ſing together, by 'con- © © Ih 
- Mienting, or liking, or joyning in their Hearts FIR Ei 4&3 
EEE ——— PT Ho - 
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[42] _ 
22.9; 9.8 what is ſung, when but only one perſon indeed; 
"© -W{1Q/f _ fing, no more than many may be ſaid to preach 

A (i ib. | gether, by cot {enting, or Joyning in their | g 
. with what one Man preaches,. there 1s ſuch a n 
_ ral difference between ſinging, pr eaching, and py 
| S Why do you not anſwer what Renowned? 

Cotton,- Dr. Roberts, Mr. Sidenham, Mr. Caryl, Mr.t# 

Mr. eſſe, Mr. Knowles, Mr. Keach, Dr. Wright,” 

Whinnel, Mr. Ford, 8c. have faid in full confutayif - 

of this miſtake of yours. There 1s no proper He 

finging, nor Heart-preaching, tho' there 1s proj 
menta}, -or -Heart-praying : Singing 15 only an at oF 
the Voice, and ſo underftood by all Mankind ; and 
a lye, to ſay -all ſung, if but one only ſung, but 

It 1s not to ſay all prayed, when only one was: 

mouth. Ujlefs you had anſwered what thoſe'y 
thy perſons have ſaid, in vain 1s all you ſay upon} 
account : and as touching that Text, As 4, 24-youI.. 
not ignorant we ſuppoſe that ſome do affirm, and 
net withour great probability, that they lifted up of;, 

Voices in finging part of the ſecond Pſalm; all kn 

there is a ſaying or ſpeaking in ſinging : And ld. 
they had prayed, the. houſe was ſhaken, verlie 31. So ff 

they might as far as you know, firſt lift up their Vl, 

ces together in finging the ſecond Pſalm, and al 

wards end in prayer. — -_.- 
2. Others conclude they all in a miraculous milk 

ner lifted. up their Voices together in prayer, all 8 
ing the ſame words; others, that they all ſaid A 
at the cloſe. - | —= 
 _ 3. We have ſhewed all may be ſajd to pray tq 

ther when but one is the mouth, by joyning in tho 

petitions in. their Hearts : But ſo it 1s not in ſing! 
proper finging being an aft of the Voice, none (h 
be faid to ſing unleſe their Voices are heard ; ſo tid 
this Text helps you not: How often do a multifi 
hear one Perſon fing ſome affeting Song, with wh 
they are raiſed in their Spirits, and ſeem to eat evaſhy 
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W.-3 : now becauſe this is ſo,can they be all ſaid to ſing 

"Mat Song 2. You muſt ſay it, if what you {peak 15 true, 
d how ridiculous that is,we will leave all to juage. 
Thirdly, Neither doth it ( ſay you") appear that they 

ſung, every one with their Voices together, becauſe it 

ſaid, verſ, 26. tþ6 be bleſſed the Bread, which was the. 
mn Speech of one 3 it's (aid, They lung, Cc.which ſhould. 
-m to imply as if they did (peak together in ſinging; but, 
y you, it doth not appear-by. that expreſſion, becauſe our : 
rd Feſus, it j moſt likely, in his Inſtitution of that Or- 
nance, might or did give thanks and bleſs, in the fin- 
lar munber, as ſpeaking only by himſelf, he being appointed 
d anointed in a peculiar manner to bleſs bis people, an” 
s Ordinance which he had inſtituted ;. for this we find 
uſually did before athers on ſeveral ocvafons, Mat.1125. 
phn t1. 41. Joh. 17. But, ſay you, at the concluſion of 
at Ordinance his Diſciples being refreſh'd with that Hea- | 
ny Banquet, their praiſes and thanks 10 God for his 
eat love then manifeſted to them, might be expreſſed in 
x plural number, as that it might be manife$ that they all 
ith united Hearts joyned in praiſing of God, as if it had 
en ſpoken by every one of them, according to the fas 
cripiure, Acts 4.2.4. [os 


x Reply. You ſay it doth not appear chat they 


. 


G0 


ung every. one with their Voices together, 2&c. ſhew 
5 there- 15 any true or proper {inging without -the. 
Foice, and we will glve you the Cauſe, we ſay there 
0006 MOTT ET OD 
8 2. For you to 1ntimate that the Diſciples did not 
oyn in their Hearts with. our Lord Jetus, when he 
Wave thanks,, or bleſſed the Breqdl and the Cup, may 
ead our people to err in Judgment, and be' dange- 
ous 1n making weak Chriſtians ( fince it comes. out of 
: Paſtors mouth) to think, that in the Blefling of 
hoſe Elements, there is ſomething more - contgin- 
d than all good Proteſtants affirm, becauſe the Diſciples 
were not admitted to joyn with their Maſter in- that 
ervice, tho: Apoſtles who were to adminiſter it aſter- 
Vw ardsthemſelves.. EE ng 


3. It 


3. It allo would fofow, fith that ation: of'Me 
Lord Jeſus 15 to be our Rule, whether an ordiglf h 
Miniſter may be allowed to give thanks over M it 
Bread, and ſo over the Cup, or not ? or if he may, | 
that the Members of the Church may well conclif : 

, 


they are not, ought not to be allowed to joyn y 
him ; for otherwiſe that is no perfect pattern fol 
to celebrate the Lords Supper. Nor do thoſe Sollih: 
tures you cite ſtand you in any ſtead : Doth ir fol: 
_ becauſe a Miniſter ſometimes prays alone, that tha 
fore when he is enzaged- in prayer in a publick 
—_ with the Church, he muſt pray. in their 
ar number? *tis not faid he took Bread, and (ai 
thank thee, or Father I pray thee bleſs this Bread, 
all know when there are forty at Supper, and 
Uo cs” pores thanks, and they all joya with him, yet *is] 
_ _  -hethat ſpeaks the wordsgives thanks. . = 
4. What reaſon do you give why the Diſciy 
ſhould be alllowed to joyn with their Maſter at! 
Conclukon, and not at the firſt giving of thanks? | 
one ; you beg the cauſe inſtead of arguing ; but we! 
teſt your ſuppoſition, and ſee you are hard pur | 
to evade the Truth of God, and ſuggeſt that whid 
moſt unlikely and dangerous to affirm. . 
5. You would have the laſt to be no more thil 
ſimple praiſing of God, and yet *tis, ſaid they ſung 
Hymn: hard cafe ! Who ſhall the unlearned belt 


Mr. Steed, or our Learned Tranſlators, and a 
| body of Learned and pious Men, who well underſty 
the Greek Tongue? Auſtin on Pſalm 52. we find (| 
_ ing thus, (vis.) Hymns ſunt laules Dei cum canticsy! 
ft fit laus & non fit det, OY Hymnus ; fs fot laus? 
Dei laus, ex non cantetur, non eff Hymnus; oportet ext 
. | fit bymnus, habeat hac tria, & laudem, 0 Det, ca 
* Thatis, Hymns are the praiſes of God with a Song? 
| it be praiſe, and not the praiſe of God, it is not# 
Hymn ; if it be the praiſe of God, and: not witif 
Song, neither is it a Hymn, which muſt have thi 
three 1n it, v7. praiſe, the praiſing of God, and th 
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T451. 
Wrich 2 Song, or in ſinging. The very ſame faith 
W.carned Dr. Duveil, on Aﬀs 16.25. .< Hymns, faith 


dy 


he. are Songs' Which contain the praiſe of God ; if 


it be praiſe and n6t of God, it. is noc a Hymn ; if it | 


be praiſe, and. of God, if it be not ſung, it is not 
a Hymn. And Mr. Henry Feſſe in his Greek Lexicon 
aith, the Greek. word udw, to fing, to celebrate, 
ito, the ſame” v/uyG, 2 Hymn, or Song, Ad. 
F6. 25. Mat. 26, 3o. © An Hymn, faith he, 1s a Song 
whereby the praiſes of God are ſung ; if therefore 
they hymned all, they ſung all, unleſs there is a pro- 
per ſinging without the voice. OO, 
Fourthly, But ſufpoſe they did then ſing ſpeaking toge- 
ther, which yet there is, (ay you, no evidence for, as was 
before mentioned ; yet we do not find any ground why that 
example ſhould be obliging now ts the Churches, for it af- 
Wl tears that there were ſome circumſtances m that firſt inffitus 
"WM tion as there was in the firſt celebration of the Paſſeover, 
il 2ht are 20t obliging afterwards, as the entring upon it af- 
ter Supper, and waſhing 1he Dilgiples feet ( as 35 moſt-pro- 
bable ) after it : Joh. 13. 24. So either doth rhis kind of 
Singing appear to.be a Duty 10 be performed as a continuing 
_—_—-.-: | en 
x Reply. Brother, who denies bnt. there was ſome 
circumſtances in the firſt Inſtitution that are not 0- 


half bliging ? yer can you, or any wiſe man think that 
10 part of Religious Worſhip to be a Circumſtance? | 


Wy for you dare not deny but praifing of God in ſinging, 
W or without ſinging is a great part of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, therefore no circumſtantial 'matter, as that after 
Supper, and in an upper room, and in the night, &c. 

2, It may appear to all, that the other great part 
of the Ordinance, viz. That of giving of Thanks, or 
bleſſing of the Bread and Wine, is no Rule for us, 
not obliging us according to your Notion, ſince yau 
intimate our Lord Jeſus performed it. alone, not fuf- 
tering his Diſciples to joyn in their Spirits with 
him ; 1f this is not to curtail the Sacred Ordinance,we 
know nothing. - = TEIN 


| 3. Nor 


RT IJ 
or if this be granted ; have you atly gfMY p! 
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ple for it, yet -we give thanks at the end of our 
Meals as well as crave a- bleſſing at the beginning of 
them, as that which naturally follows our being re- 


freſh'd by the bounty and blefling .of God * Bur tor 
ſinging. together, ſay you, it. being a more than ordi-' 


nary circumftance, that hath ſeveral things appertain- 


ing to it; had'it been intended as @ : Duty, at ſuch 


: ſeaſon, as there was great reaſon. it fhou!d.be fo, 

0 queſtion but it would have been mentioned : And 
wit out Controverſie, the folemn giving of. thanks 
after the 'Siipper, is the ſabſtance of wh at was 1n- 


tended by the Hymn ; neither doth the Greek word 


reſtrain it to fir inging, bye” ty « 4 generd, giving of 
thanks, þ. 10, It. 

1 Reply. What you be fay here! tmiſt not_be admit 
5y any meaiis 3 'npr doth there ſeem any bolighurgg or 
o8Goſpel fi mplicity i in your” Anſwer, for ar. the. c ole 
Fou clearly grant the Hymn''doth "intend a, geveral 
[ule for giving of thanks, yet at the beging! 7 Com 

tterly to deny that the Hymn is: any ways Pon 

Dn 1s, "Hf a-'rille for us: And that firſt, becatiſe Paul 
doth 'not tmeritioh 'it in "ior. II. 23 where he gives 


oMan account of the Inſtiturzon' of the Supper. 


TJ 2. Welzy the Inftitinip9'is the perte&t tern id 
Rule for {is to Follow, whit that. Ghurch fn : 
Wthers the Apoſtle well 

WY ledge' of *- _ remarkable tis, . the" s pf le | eaves 
" Mout atiother* Pitt of the qlemygt! fy, he. dd ft men 
"WM tion that ole Saviour 'w e took th je \ gave 


thanks; as Well .as he doth nor. mention he Aymn.: 


il Therefore it'the celeBration'of that ' Ordinance, we 
i and all Midiffers goo the Thſticurioh; Mar. 6.26, 


F , Feſus t00k 'Bread. ahi: Beſſed ir, &. "wer, 2 "and. he 
"WY cook the Cup hd geo) thanks': '$o that if you admiriifter 


ll it accordin 'to-that (x, i Cor. "13. and notexactly ac- 
" OW 

IF cording tothe Inſtirariop ;*50u muſt leave out giving 
"oF thanks when you take" thi Cup, which You dd, 
8 who would: break Breadirh you, becgy * Hot done 
TM according | to the pattbtn, | 
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[48] 
3- Moreover, you know in the admiiſtration, 
Baptiſm you as well as we go to the words of the 
ſtitution, and riot to the relation of the words ny 
tioned after the Aſcenſion. of Chriſt, when perk 
were baptized. In the As we read of ſeveral b 
tized, and not one word expreſſed, of the Name of M 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, yet were; 
fovapeired no doubt. © .  .  .:.. 
4- The Apoſtle as you your ſelf take notice, 'doli 
not ment10n returningthanks after they. had done, 
well as he ſpeaks tot of theHynin,and you ſuppoſe the 
was no need of it, as if our wiſdom might teach; 
chat, ftace we give thanks after our meals: Brott 
the Ordinance of the Lords Supper is another kind, 
thing than our common. meals, we do not give thay 
when we take the Cup to. drink : Sir, Mans wildg 
muſt-make no Supplement to the holy Supper; _ © 1 
\ 5. It appears by your arguing gzink Singing, th 
1n your Conſcience praiſing of God in Prayer 1s 9 
ſmging, otherwiſe there is no room for a trial of ﬆk 
to evade it: And as to- the Greek word, we' hi 
' ſhewed, ( as. our Tranſlators do afkrm, and ot 
Learned in the Greek Tongue, do reſtrain it to. fig 


_ 1ng, 2%. ) that *tis not an Hymn, if not a Song, al 

| ſung to the praiſe of God. Do not-fome., of ij 
know what the Greek word imports,.as well} 
others? and have not our Brethren ſaid enoul 
in- their late Treatiſes upon that account, to. whi 
you give no Reply. Could you produce three al 


Grecitans who render the. word otherwiſe, :-y 
may bring threeſcore who contradi&t them. . Be 
whom few may compare with, tranſlates if 
5 uynouvles, quum bymnum ceciniſſent, When they h 


ſung an Hymn : Schrevelius and Hill in their Ley 
CONS, v parece, Celebro hynmnum cano: And is it wildg 
in you to give a contrary ſence to our faithful a 
learned Taanſlators ? and do: hot- other ignorant: pl 
ſons betray their great weakneſs, who do confrali 
our laft and beſt Tranſlators, fly to an. old corruy 


Tranſlation 
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Tranſlation in $701 Collegde.. Moreover, if the Greek 
word doth not reſtrain it to ſinging, .then it foliows 
in your Judgment, that ſimple or bear giving of 
thanks is not finging; by which you give away. the 
Caule, and implicitly acknowledge you never fing at 
all in a proper fence: But to proceed, If you wull- 
not mind the Pattern, by the help of God we will. 
There is the like parity of. Reaſon alſo for ſing- 
ing, after that wonderfull manifeſtation of Gods rich 
Grace and Bounty, as there. is for fimple praiſe ; .for 
never greater caule to be ſpiritually merry,, and. re- 
Joyce in God, than when we receive ſuch a Seal and 
Token of his Eternal. Love and Favour to our Souls 
in that Redemption we have through Chriſts Blood. | 
Thirdly, Such 4 kind of Singing an Hymn you ſay, 
7s not to be praffiſed now, btcauſe we find the uttering or , 
fenging of a Pſalm-or Hymn in the Church, was by. com- 
mand of the Lord to be manag'd after another manner, as 
appears from the before mentioned, 1 Cor. 14.26. _ 


Reply. This is meerly. to beg the Cauſe ; that man- 
ner of Singing you referr to is but your own private . 
Conceitt and Opinion, which we have anſwered al- 
ready. The practice of our Saviour is a perfet- 
Rule, and:we cannot err while we follow it, for he 
is {Forth as an Example for us in his Obedience 1n 
the dilcharge of Goſpel Ordinances : Hzd we not a 
Mind to ſpare you, how juſtly might you be expoſed 
by your. ſtrange and cloudy reaſonings? It the Copy 1s 
to be imitated in one thing, why not 1n another >. 

2. You do but ſuppoſe Singing was manag'd after 
another manner, from that Text-1 Cor. 14. 26. viz. by 
one {ingle perſon, and that too by a ſpecial or extraordi- 
nary Gifc in Gods ordinary worſhip, which you pfove 
not, nor can you whilſt you live on Earth : Is 1t not 
ſaid, with the yoice together they ſhall fing, Ta. 52. 8? 

' 3+. And ſuppoſe it was then manag*d by ſuch a gift ;- 

- was not preaching or a Doftrine, &'c. alſo managd 
by the ſame kind of Gifts, and muſt we not preach _ 
 G&'. now, becaute no ſuch Gifts? = - 

—_—— __ Obje&. 
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| Obje&. The ſecond Objeion you pretend to anſwer, is: | 


that- about Paul and Silas*s ſinging -praiſe ro God, Acts} 
I6, 25. ah a ons TE 4 
1. *To this, you ſay, p. 11. Paid and Silas pray'd Þ 
as well as ſang praiſes, and were, heard by the pri- 2 
* foners: Can we think, (ſay: you ) that when they 
* prayed they ſpake both together > Why then ſhould | 
*any ſuppole. they liſted up their Voices together in - | 


r 


b X 
. 
_ 


© {inging praiſes, the Holy Spirit gives no other account \ 


© of the one. than of the, other ? 4 


%. * 


Reply. We ſay to. you 1n anſwer; why ſhould any # 
think the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks in the Clouds, or. unin- # 
_ telligibly > When they prayed no body danbts but * 
that one only was the mouth ; but if they both ſung, Þ 
then one did not ſing alone, becauſe all Mankind un- W- 
derftand the act of Singing, as has been proved, dif-.'Þ 
fers quite from that of praying. Many may, we tell *Þ 
you again, be truly and properly Aaid to pray tope- Þ 
ther, when only one is the mouth, but many cannot \Þ 
be ſaid to ſing together, if bur one ſingle perſon only '| 
eeuly and. properly ſings. 5. 8 
2. Therefore thd*the priſoners heard them, *tis | 
not to be thought they heard both their Voices when k 
they prayed, 2 yet did hear both their Voices gen); 
they ſun L. | X TH: | ED ' 
3. Had it been no more than praiſing of God in |: 
Prayer, the Holy Ghoſt had not added; and ſung 
preife#; ſtrange! you will diſtinguiſh no betcer on the | 
Natures of differing Ordinances, according tothe com- & 
mon underſtanding of all Mankind! Do you always'f 
when you praile God, or give thanks for. your meat;: 
and drink, betore or after meat, fing 2 would not any 
my of underſtanding ſmile at you, ſhould . you 2 
2: © You ſay we may ſafely conclude they did not? 
{ing by lifting up their Voices together, becauſe we'll 
* may judge that the Apoſtle knowing the Mind of the # 
*Lord 1n that particular,, which he could and did | 
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© communicate unto others, would not allow himſelf or 
whis Companion to be traplgreflors of it, -'* 
_ 1 Reply. . Dear Brother, you argue not at all 
ſtrange! that ſuch lines ſhould come from luch a'Pen -: 
You take that for-granted. which you prove not, and 
which we deny by force of argument. We -fay the 
Apoſtle well knew ſinging with Voices together” was 
the practice of the Lords people under rhe Law, and 
that ſo Chriſt and his Diſciples ſung, and therefore 
ſo he and Silas fung, and were no tranigreſflors. | 
2. And fince Paul and Silas, who you ſay, knew 
the Mind. of the Lord 11. that particular ſung, toge- 
ther ; we ſay fo it is our Duty fo, do,, and they ag 
do it not, neglect a Goſpel Duty. ,.,, 
| ObjeR. The third Objefion you. pretend to anſwer, is 
 fromihatin Jam. 5. 13. ISany merry,let him ſing Plams« 
 ©This Scripture, you tay, is no direction for a 
© Church aſſembled to employ themſelves in finging 
© together : But how a particular perſon 1a a joyful 
©frame ought to manage his Mirth, or Comfort to 
© the Glory of God. Certainly it can never be a right 
© Inference, ſay you, that becauſe a fingle perſon 
* when chearful or comfortable; 1s exhorted to fing 
* praiſe to God, therefore to conclude, that it \js the 
* Duty of the Church of Chrilt in its publick Aﬀembly 
*to have allthe Members ſing together with Artificial 
*Rhimes, and Tunes, a.compoled Song, or Plalm, tho 
* not commanded foto do, and although they bg not in 
*a joyful frame, 1s a ſtrange inference. 3 


1 Reply. We 1n the firſt place cannot but obſerve 
how clearly you here give away the Cauſe.- viz. do 
not you plainly intimate, that ſinging is a different 
thing from Prayer, or common ordinary praiſing of 
God in Prayer ; for if you do not grant this, there 
1s nothing in what you fay, for as one man oughe 
{o to praiſe God when in a joyful frame, ſo you know 
ought a whole Church together to do the ſame. Pray 
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conſider ofthis, it looks 11] upon you. 
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' 2. We donot urge this Text to prove a whole Aﬀ” l 
ſembly ought to fing 'together, and you know 1t 2 
well enough '; but to prove that finging 1s lome 0- 


ther AR, Duty, or Thing than that of praiſing of 
| coo you 


lead for, and would have to be Goſpel- 
ſinging : But however, we would willingly know, 
or be informed, if one Man when glad, or fees cauſe } 
to rejdyce in the Lord, may and ought to ſing, why | 
many, if in the ſame frame, may not fing, and ling to- | 


gether. | | | 
3. However,. you are ſhort in this Duty, when 
merry, ot fee cauſe to rejoyce in the Lord as a fin= | 
le perſon; do you- ever fing Pſalms? we hope you” | 
omerimes are merry in the Lord, certainly you can- | 


' not conclude this intends ſome ſpecial Gift : Had eve- } 
Ty one that was merry or joyful in the Lord, a ſpe- 
cla] Gift to fing ? or can you think the Apoſtle puts 


them upon a Duty they were not in a capacity to 
perform? Tis not left at the liberty of a perſon 
that is 1n a joyful frame to ſing Pſalms. if he pleaſes, | 
but he 1s as much required to ſing Pſalms as a per-_ 
ſon afflicted-is to pray. Ek - 
4. As to Rhime, Tunes, 8&c. if there be a ſinging 


of Pſalms (a proper finging we mean ), without _ 


Tunes, Metre, &c. you may ſo ſing, thd we know 


\ 


none. Rhime we do not ſayis eſſential to ſinging, thd* 


Verſe or Metre is, but blame us not we ſo ſing, 
ſeeing you poſitively affirm it is not unlawful. Talk 
no more of compoſed Pſalms, you know David's 
Pſalms were compoſed by the Spirit of God, and 
Scripture-ſorigs. are as Sacred as Scripture proſe ; we 
know no Pſalms þut thoſe called David's Pſalms. 


=— *Yon ſay this Singing here direfted unto, is * 

when a perſon ts. merry, or comfortable, which 
* certainly 15 to be ſuitable ro his praying when af- 
* ficted and forrowful, which is not by reading a -| 
*prayer of anothers compoſing,” but by pouring out 


' 
/ 
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©Singing here intended is not the reading and tuning 


of a Plalm out of a Book, or writing of anothers - 


© compoſing ; but his ſolemn expreſling the-praiſe of 


© God, and his joyful thanks to God, as the Holy Spi- 


« rit doth affiſt him with a tuneable Voice, or other- 
* wiſe; ſhall Prayer be with the -Spirit, . and ſinging 
© praiſes, which is the higheſt worſhip be by a form ? 


© Surely, ſay you, we are otherwiſe directed by the 


*Word of God, 1 Cor. 14.15. And we are coun- 
© ſelld to labour to be filled with. the Spirit, f we 
* will ſpeak.to our ſelves in Pſalms and Hymns, Eph. 
*5. 19. which if it may be performed by reaging and 
* tuning a Pſalm or Song indited for us, may 1t not 
©be by a perſon ina car} as much as by,one in a 
©Spiritual ſtate and frame. This Singing, lay you, 


 ©that a Chriſtian in his chearfulneſs is directed wnta 


*(-we humbly conceive) is explained Eph. 5.4. Nez- 


© ther- fooliſh talking nor jeſting, which are not convenient, 


* but rather giving of thanks. Where Believers are di- 
* rected how to improve their mgrry and chearful 


© ſeaſons, firſt negatively, not as the World common- 


* ly doth in fooliſh talking and ip to ſtir up laugh- 
*ter and vain mirth by; Secon&y, poſitively to re« 


* create their Spirits, by getting up and holding forth 


©their joy and comfort in praiſing and. bleſſing the 


*Name of the Lord, as he ſhall graciouſly enable 
*©them, whether wich Metre, Tunes, or otherwiſe. 


3 Reply. That a pefſon ſhould ſin when in a joy- 


ful frame, by influence or help of the Spirit, we de- 
ny not, as a perſon afflicted is ſoto pray, and not by 
reading of.a prayer; yet ſinging of Pſalms 1s one 
ching, and prayer another ; may not a Man ſpiritual 


ly ſing one of Davids Palms, or other Scripture- 


Hymns, or Sacred Songs, becauſe -he did not com- 
poſe it himſelf> Do you ſuppoſe that every Manand 
woman in thoſe Times had that ſpecial Gift to bring 


D 3 forth 


©® 


os = 
© his Soul in earneſt Requeſts to God, as he ſhall be 
© affiſted by the Holy Spirit. In like manner, the 
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_.vemient. Therefore St.. Paul gives dire&ions to avoid: 


21 Git (gzo ng: Beides pe Plas are contained 
T Inpg 


[:54] : 
Forth @ Pſalm r for 'tis evident every Man and Wo- 
man ſome time or another may be merry or joytulin .* 
the Lord, and then. they lie. without exception,; 1in- ' -/ 
der-the ſame obligation to ſing Palms. You it ſeems” 
aUmit of Singing with a tyneable Voice ; Nor indeed © . 
5 there any: otter finging khown to Mankind. Now - 
if every Man hag: nof the: ſpecial Gift to bring. forch- 
a.Pſalm, both. Matters Manner and Tune, &s. by 
an;ummediete help of the Spirit, we find you ſuppole 
they cannot ſing Pſalms. according. to this Precept.; 

nor: muſt.they {ing any. Pſalms'but of their own en+ © 
diting : Doubtleſs .the, weakeſt perſon that. hat] no ' 
ſpeclal Gift, If merry in.the Lord, is bound and oblig-- 
ed: to fipg, Plalms as well:gs-any other, therefore' |: 
ſinging hay tyed up to perfons who had -a:.ſpeci- 
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1Nn the ure. which we are to.ſfing, the mat- 
ter being already compoſed-by the Spirit ; therefore | 
praying and finging - greatly differ, thd both are to' . 
be. performed by the afiiance- of the: Spirit. -Bro- 
ther, there. is a Rook 'of Pſalms left- for us in Gods 
Word-to ting by, but no Book of Pyayers, is there 
left for us to pray, by, therefore you ſay nathing: || 
Nor 1s that — which you - conceive from | 
Eph. 5.4. 1. e. thiFthe Apoſtle. there gives direcit: | 
ons -about finging, but .rather 'tis aboug - ſpeaking, | 


viz. that we ſhould not in our commes difcourle; | 
ec. uſe fooliſh talking nor jeſting, but that God |, 
ſnould be always 1n our Minds, and we ready always 


to give thanks to him : For as Men are ſubject to fing 
tool:th Songs when merry, which the Apoſtle Fames 
1mplicite!y reproyes and gives direftions then to ſing 
Pſalm: : 10 they are as ready to vic jeſtings and fools 
1fh talkings, eſpeclally at Feaſts, wiyich are not con+ 


them, and to give thanks to God for all we have; - 1 


and Heavenly SP1I1t, + ee x 
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5. Now we come to the fifth and laſt thing you 
infhſt upon, viz. you ſay you ſhall ſpeak. a little to 


the laſt particular you mentioned, which is this, viz. 
But it may be ſaid, is there no way to revive that Or- -. 
 dinance of Singing, or, bringing forth a Pſalm in the 


Church as it was in the primitive times, or as we have it 


Firſt, * You fay. the Church hath that which is - 


© chiefly. intended by it, in their ſolemn giving of 


© Thanks, and praiſing of God together , as they nay SG: 


© continual occaſion and opportunity for it. 

Reply. Why do you fay- the Chlirch hath that 
which was cltiefly intended, if the Church hath not 
the Ordinance or thing it ſelf > is not this like. what 
ſome ſay of Sprinkling, (vi.) Thd Baptiſm was per- 
formed by dipping, or atiplying the'tubjeR to the 
Water in the primitive times, and we uſe ſprinkling, 
ſay they, yet we have that which was chiefly in- 


tended by it, for we' uſe water, and apply-it to' the. 


Subject ; and ſprinkling with the Blood of Chriſt is 
mentioned as well as waſhing inhis Blood, and we-uſe 


the Name of the Father, Son, arid Holy Ghoſt whenwe  , 
doit, What 1s it yourChurclyfach 2 Why you-praiſe' 


God together, and ſo you outght, gad may. every 
hour, and Jt have none of this Ordinance, becaule- 
praiſing of G 


\ 


yet tis no other than a-muſical of melodious finging 


of his praiſes, which if you do not 'fo, you have riot 
the chief thing intended. Why ſhould God-enjoyn 
his people to ſing his praiſe, if to praiſe him 1n pray- 


er without ſinging was ſufficient?” is not this fo ex-' 
alt your Wiſdom above the Wiſdom of God >'or to 


make-yoid a Goſpel precept by your Tradltion ?. read 
that in Matthew. ns ng 


2. ©It may be confidently expeed:;fay youttat if the 


*Lords people did more earneſtly 'pray, andwait for a 
* more pletciFul pouring a the Holy Spirit, there 
ona — W-4.- | 


\ 


pra 30d in prayer is not ſinging of his prai-- 
ſes, th6 praifing of God be the chief thing intended,” 


might | 
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for the Spirit to a-' | 
ſure to help you to difcharge your Dugies in thoſe 
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| © might be more aſſiſtance afforded for enditing and 7 
* uttering a Pfalm or Spiritual Song according te the] 


© primitive pattern. 


x Reply. If you have that which was chiefly intend. | 


ed by ſinging, what need is there ro expect any more | 
of the Spirit to be performed to endite a Pſalm, or: 


ea je for ſuch pourings forth of the Spirit to that+? 
e 


end? thd we all have cauſe to pray-for more of the Þ 
Holy Spirit to be poured forth, yet not to revive 
the practice of any Goſpel Ordinance, which we ſee :; 


| þ lainly the Churches were ,enjoyned to perform; | 


or it we want it to revive one Duty, we want it to 4 
reyive all. 5 EN BOIL 
2. Prayer is an Ordinance, Preaching is an Ordi- 4 


nance, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper are Ordinan- } 


ces, and you are found in the diſcharge of all theſe } 


Duties too,. thd it may be in ſome things you may | 
not ſo exatly be found in the performance of them ? 
according to the | grits Pattern, and may pray- } 

poured forth in a greater mea-' 


Ordinances; but' you will not however neglect them - ; 
under ſuch pretences, why then do you wholly neg-- | 
lect this of Singing: the. praiſes of God under ſuch a {4 


pretence, 7. e,-for want of more of the Spirit to en- | 


dite and utter a Pſaln CE 
' 3- What ground have you to expect, or to pray FF 


| for thoſe extraordjnaty Gifts to perform any Go- 


ipel Ordinance which were in the primitive Times 3 
if there 1s no promiſe for their return, then no 
ground-of Faith to pray for them. 


4. May not this tend to cauſe our people to 


. caſt off all other Ordinances upon the ſame preten- - 
ces, and turn Seekers? tis very dangerous what you: - ! 


ſuggeſt here. ; To 
5. It appears you allow of enditing a Pſalm, and } 
that the. Spirit may return to enable a perſon ſo to {1 
do. Brother, dare you ſay thoſe Godly Men who * 
endite Hymns and Spiritual Songs do not bring pom "# 
EO | | OL K | 
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forth now-by . the help of the Holy Spirit 3 ry in 
form us, how we or any people may infallibly know 
that an Hymn is endited by the Spirit ; may not, 
ſome as much queſtton whether you or other Mini- - 
ſters endite or . compile their -Sermons by the affiſt- 
ance of Gods Spirit, by the ſame rule as you-may 
queſtion whether or no they have the aſſiſtance ofthe 
SS RmmSs EE. 
6. There are ſome that can, and do. ſometimes 
now bring forth an Hymn extemporanily, may not 
you conchide the Spirit 1s returned already. to' ena- 
ble them ſo to da? or what evidence further do you 
expect of ſuch a thing hereafter, when mG6re of the 
Spirit is poured forth 2 or how will you >know,- it 
Wis nota common nor a natural Gift which ſuch a per- 
Son hath? Brother, you ſeem to many wife men who - 
Mhave read your Epiſtle, to. be in this matter a-'great 
MEnthuſiaſt. a Fo EO ub, 
S 7. Laſtly, Can any Man endite an Hymn' or Pſalm 
Swithout ſtudy and premediation ? Certainly what you 
Whine hereof enditing and uttering a Pſalm or Spiri- 
Meual Song when the Spirit is poured forth; &c. is juft 
Mehe ſame thing which we ſay many of the:Lords Ser- 
Wancs by the prefent .help of che. Spirit are enabled to + 
10 NOW. | | _— Cp WD 
3- ©It is clearly manifeſted, you ſay, in the Holy 
Ff sScriptures, and fadly experienced, That the Church 
FF or Intereſt of Chriſt in the World was to be. and 
AF hath been not only a long time kept under by Per- | 
ſecution and Bondage by the power of Spiritual Ba- 
bylon,8c.in which time the Harps have been as it were 
hung upon the willows, Pial. 137. 2. The Witneſles . 
have propheſied in Sackcloth, and the Church inthe 
Wildernefs, whereby it hath been a ſeaſon more 
for crying and mourning, than tor. rejoycing or 
ſinging : But alſo the Holy Spirit hath been in a'great 
meaſure withdrawn, thoſe eminent Gifts that were 
in the primitive Times haye not been diſtributed to | 
the Saints, the Church hath been fed and nou rithed, | 
DEALERS] _ © Þut: 
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</bur noe feaſted as in the beginning. And it is'y 


Wc 
_ *markable, that in the [Revelations, &'c. we have Wc 
* tle; or- no mention made” 'of a Song of praiſe utren$lc 
*in Heaven, that is, the Church; after the advatiſh 
*ment of the myſtery of Tniquity, &c. till the Lac: 
© appeared again on Mount Sion, &*c- ThereforeWe! 
ſycha Sme,you ſay;it is no wonder if there be ſo fic: 
© Spiritual Songs. endited and ſung in the Churches, | 
* cording tothe primitive pattern. It 1s now a time rath 
* to bejoyning in united prayers for our mutual pref: 
* yation, than to be contending about bringing in anWh 
* this common formal ſinging into theChurches,pÞ1 3 Met 
1, Reply: What is .all this mentioned for 2 what Wiſe! 
Iſrael of 'old under that diſpenſation, whoſe promo 
and priviledges were external, and more earthly the 
Spiritual, jn-the time of their Captivity, being cafſÞ t 
ed away out of their. .own Land, refuſed to fing ca 
_ of the' Songs of Fon, eſpecially at the taunting Ma! 
queſt of their inſulting Enemies : Doth it follow tral, ; 
:hence thet- the Saints in the Goſpel days under Suff 
..1ng; and Perſecution muſt not ſing? True, were {4 
'priviiedges. outward or earthly as theirs were, th 
.might-be the like reaſon for us to lay: 8s they 4 
_ and-hang vur Harps on the willows. But Brother, 
know better, our priviledges and promiſes are ni"; 
ſublime, Spiritual and Heavenly, the ground of 
:hnging -Gods praiſes are not for outward pe 
earthly 'Riches and Proſperity, &@*c. but for Je 
Chrift; or Redemption through his Blood, #nioni 
Communion with the Father and the Son, pardon of 4 
 Fuſtification, Adoption; free acceſs to the Throne of ®i 
the witneſſings and (cealings of the Holy Spirit, pedal 
. Conſcience; and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, with the ha 
Eternal life, and as our ſufferings do abound in us, 
conſolation alſo aboundeth by Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1. 5. for 
things we ought'to fing the high praiſes of God 34 
1s matter of a Song, -and from hence God defer 
_ 2 glorious 'manner to have his praiſes celebrated t'X 
- you think any outward mercies. can better tune] 
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fearts and Tongues to ſing Pſalms; -Hymns and Spi-. | 
tual Songs, than theſe high, ſublime and chiefeſt of _ 
effings' > Were a' people more: affected. with. outs. - 
ard or external mercies, or with deliverances from 
r{ecurion under Antichriſt, than with the mercies 
fore mentioned, it would rather betray their ſince- 
ty than otherwiſe, and diſcover a carnal heart. 

2. It is not known to all 'the World . how ſweetly: 
frequently the” poor Saints and Martyrs ſung 
la}ms, &c. juſt as they went into the Fire, like as 
hriſt and- his Diſciples ſnng the night before he was. 
etrayed,:; and Paul. and Stlas when -1n prifon, and. 
er feet faſt'in the ſtocks. What th6 we have cauſe -to: 
ourn, yet-we have caule always to rejoyce ? nay,and 
e are exhorted to account it all joy when wefall in-* 
) temptation 2 a5 the Apoſtles when they had been. 
at, rejoyced they were accounted worthy. to ſuffer - 
ame for Chriſts Name ſake. . is 
Wl ;. Beſides, why do you intimate as.1f the Churchun- 
cr perſecution and reign of Antichriſt, have not had 
\Wch a meaſure of che Spirit and preſence of God'to feaft: 
em; as well as feed them ; doubtleſs: the Sajnts 1n-the 
arkeſt time-of Antichriſt were moſt:gloriouſly: feaſted: 
ahy in any age of the Church, by which'\meats they: 
Wing a new Song, even the Song of the Lamb 'who had 
WEceemec them out of every kindred tongue; people, and Nati» 
al , ReV.5.9. True, when Babylon iS down 1t may add to 
err joy,and when they fing the Song of Mofes as well as 
& Song of the Lamb, then the melody/may feem more 
veet: But we muſt tel] you, God at all times -de- 
&rves his praiſes, th.0 we were in the ſame condition 
a8 ith the Church ofthe Fews, and *tis not unknown 
9 you, the Book of the Lamentations was a montn- 

11 Song; and tho their caſe wasdeplorable, yet they 
Wig, It 1s the Lords mMercies we are not conſumed, be- 
'f 47 his compaſſions fail Tot, Lam. 3.22. The Lord i 
wal 10rtion jaith my Soul, 8c. the Lord is good: unto them 
 '<t wait for him, ver. 24,25. Thus they ſung then, 
oe 899 thus we may and ought to fing now. We gra: 
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grant, 
when 
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when Bebylon is down, the, Tongues of many y 
have been dumb ſhall ſing, 7.e. many ſhall the 
converted, and from, thence ſhall fing ; but we 1 
(before that time comes) have obtained that Gracg 
Bleffing, have as much cauſe to fing now as they { 
then : But ſince that will be a day of general Conf 
ſion, or wherein multitudes ſhall be brought in 
Chriſt, it is noted as a ſpecial time of ſinging. ®; 
- 4. Do you think there wants now ſuch a meaſup 
the Spirit that is ſufficient.co.put any one Goſpel 4 
Ginance into practice? The ſmallneſs of the Gifty 
| Meaſures of the Spirit cannot juſtifie any perſog 
_ the negle& of any Goſpel Duty ; you forget .y 
felf, finging of Pſalms is a Goſpel Precept, and th 
fore we muſt that way praiſe God,or we neglect adj 
5. What you ſpeak of formal Singing, W&c. aft 
ns not, we plead for'no ſuch thing, but lay our ſing 
is Spiritual, as our preaching and praying 1s ſo, any 
'  4nvention, but a Sacred Inſtitution of the Goſpel. } 
6. What you ſpeak concerning the Lords Pe 
after the Captivity in the rebuilding the Temple 
_ ving no-#rim and Thumim, &'c. makes againſt your; 
we would know whether there was any one C 
nance they. neglected from ſuch pretences, v1. | 
had no #rim and Thumim, nor Ark of the Coven 
or wanted. ſome other viſible demonſtranion of 6 
preſence, or ſpecial Gifts to perform 1t : the- Log 
pen your eyes to do as they did, who as they fouf 
written in the Law of Moſes, preſently ſet about 
work, without waiting for any viſible or ſpecta} 
dence of Gods Spirit, or preſence with themg 
were accepted with God. # 3 
© He that forced himſelf in haſte to offer a Sad 
©and would not wait, you ſay, was ſharply ref 
"ed, I Sam. 13.72. and ſuſtained great damage 
©tho-he ſeemed to make a f{ir plea for what. hg 
*the Lord grant, ſay you, it may not be fog 
© thoſe who out of pretended Zeal to reitore ank 

© nance, would bring in thatwhich is nat of Dll 5. 

*Inftitution, but humane Invention and Compoli 

I 


* 9c. page I3. 
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x Reply. How unreaſonably and impertinently yo! - , +, 
ing the paſſage here in of Sauls offering a Sacrt >. . 
e to atone for his fin of Diſobedience, let all wiks ; 
zen judge ; for as it belonged not is him, fo his- 
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nſcience told him he ſhould forbear the doing of 
: But we know it belongs to us, and to all the . 
hurches of Chriſt to ſing Plalms, Hymns and, Spirt- 
11 Songs: and ſure you cannot be ſo cenlorious to 
dee, we do that which belongs not to us? and alfo 
rce our ſelves to do it againſt the light of our Con- 
lence. $a | G 29 DO 
2. The ſgcond thing afferted by you is as bad and 
UnchrilWMn as the former, wiz. That our Zeal to 
ſtore a loſt Ordinance, is but pretended, in which 
du hint as if we were but a company of Hypo- | 
ites in What we do herein'; God will judge be- 
een you and us, who alone is able, and whoſe 
ace and right it is: you preſume too far on Gods 
erogat1Ve. | oo | 
3. How dare you ſay ſinging of Plalms, &c. 
th Voices together (for that we ſuppoſe you mean) 
not of Divine Inſtitution, but of humane jnventt- 
rp and compoſition ? David's Palms, and other Scrip- 
Ulffire Hymns and Spiritual Songs are not of humane 
- Wompoſition, unleſs - part of the Holy Bible isa piece 
en humane Invention ; and for the ſinging of tuch 
f WWalms, it 15 commanded, or. poſitively required or 
onjoyned on us, avd on the Churches of the Saints, 
Il 


evident to all whoſe eyes are enlightened, from 
ul”. 5.19. Col. 3.16. and that our Saviour with his 
al ilciples, Moſes and all Iſrael, Paul and Silas ſung 
naWeecther, hath been proved beyond doubt. 
4- Should one man force himſelf to fing alone in 
e Church, under prerence of a ſpecfal Gift, you 
Ight ſee cauſe to charge him after that manner, #. e. 
ing himſelf ſo to do, there being no Command nei- 
er Precept nor Example for ſuch a practice, there- 
re ſuch an a& would be humane, and not of Di- 
e Appointment. | | 


5+ Saul did not what Qod commanded, and there- 
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 reproved, nay more, than that 
nough to-fear upon the like acolil q 
ur People do not fing PlalmSM3 
BP” ommanded to: do, but ſtrive t,.1 
1 BF |. .ctice of it. Our Saviour faith, HA, - 
breaks the leaſt of theſe Commandments, and teachegllh 
fo to do, ſhall be called the leaſt in the py ts of * 
ven, Matth. 5. 19. Not- that we have fo little | 
ty as to charge -you as guilty herein, but'you with; 
do well to conſider that paſlage. Y 
6. It ves us to ſpe divch lines ſhould Jrop 
your Pen #$your Epiſtle is made up of, fi, we! 
what wile men ( who have no great loved yo 
us,) ſpeak not only 'of you, but of the Baprifts 19 
neral) upon the account thereof ; and here 1s roon 
_ deed for them to ſay, we in reſtoring Baptitm, & a 
but force our ſelves without any power received! 
on high : But when you can prove we may and q 
to reſtore one loſt Ordinance without a ſpecial 4 
ture of the Spirit, &c. and not another, we ſha 
ther conſider of what you have ſaid : Some ſay, v. 
have read your Epiſtie, that the Bapriſts 'are turf 
Duakers, Enthuſiaſts, and whatnot? 
We hope our Reverend Brethren, who are ng 
convinced of Singing, but dare not cenfure other 
ſee cauſe, to prevent the coming out of any more] 
kind of ſtuff for the time to come, and find our þ 
other way to put an end to this unpleaſant Con 
verſie, which all know was begun by Mr. Ma 
tho the more which is [aid againſt finging of Pſg 
2c. we are ſure it will tend for the further cle 
it up to be the duty of the Churches, _ 7 
_ *£ You tocloſe your Epiſtle, would have your pg 
_ ©to conſider what a preſence of God was with the! 
* tized Churches formerly,with continual addition] 
*them, cc. however it hath been unduly repreſe 
* by a Zealot for common ſinging to the, contrary, 
- Reply. That our Churches were bleſſed in thoſets 
we deny not, and yet this '1s weakly added by 
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they walked up gaccording to tl rertinently you. 
n received ; but we have httle r offerin N WAS: 5 
| - Karr tering a Sacri;”. 
ſhould be proſperous, or alike cp Ie all wilt: -- 
d hath convinced us of this 47,2, on 
uld we willfully neglect them? v.;. -- 
WBC R777 IO 
T5 not Prayer, you ſay,'a moral duty as muchaas ſinging 
be. why then do they not call upon all to lijr up their Voices 
ther in prayer, &c. there be many bundreds that can ſpeak. 
ibly, that cannot ſing at all, or not tunably, certainly all 
ra! or moral duty and worſhip muſt be managed accord- 
W co the direftions of the grtas God, as he hath revealed 
Wo 11s by op! Lord Feſus, and his Afpoſiles in the New Te- 
rent: to which you mention 1 Cor. 14. 26. 
Reply. We deny not (you know, well enough) pray- 
So be a moral Duty, as well as ſidging the praiſes of 
d is ſuch ; bur all men know for \a whole Congre- 
Sion to lift up their voices together tm. prayer would 
Mconfuſion, but fo it is not for a whole. Congregati- 
Mto lift up their voices together in ſinging; and were 
o, you muſt charge the. Church of God under the 
Sr. and Chriſt and his Diſciples, Paul and F1ilas, &c. 
Ah confuſion under the Goſpel (as we laid before) 
Hoſe practice we ſay is our pattern in the managing 
tr Duty : as touching that Scripture 1 Cor. 14. 26. 
have anſwered your cloudy miſtakes about that 
t, tho the Prophets or Teachers are to ipeak one 
one to prevent confuſion, yet that is no dire&ion 
Ml finging Plalms : Nor is there one preſigent, that in 
ads ordinary and publick worſhip, any one perſdn 
ifffer ſung alone, tho' there are djvers for ſocial fing- 
e&, or {inging with united voices, \ 
W2. If that Text referrs to ordinary Gifts as well as 
raordinary, 2s you grant it doth, then why do you 
Br ſet upon the practice of your way ot hoging in the 
nWurch ? pag. 14+ We deny that any Chrittian Man or 
HMoman 15 without a tunable Voice, thd not- all to 
* t degree as ſome haye, through want of exerciſe. 
ru theak as if you was for Peace and Union in the 
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ivelnes;the in this matter at Þreſent we are nl 
Would to God we had good proof of itz} 
ot ſinging be admitted, you give. no! 


a becaute you ſay 'tis an Invention, ati 
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ed, and. Love, Peace; 
the. Churches of the Saints. EEE | "i 
To conclude, we defire ſuch Members to conſider, who.| 
rate themſelves from any -Church or Churches upon the act 
before mentioned, that they do as much as- in them lies.exQ 
__municate ſuch Churches ; alſo we would know whether in | 
TRoSDents ſinging of Pſalms 1s a capital Error, and that! 
ſus Chriſt hath withdrawn himſelf trom ſuch a Church; 
not, Jet them conſider, what ground they have] to } 
draw themſelves, and violate their ſolemn Covenant with ' ſy 
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_.ADVERTIISEMENT. 3 

CUch who deftre to have the whole that hath been ſaid of Ia 
De. Wright, Mr. Keach, Mr. Knowls, *Mr. Whinnel, fot 

cial ſinging of Pſalms , may have them of My. John Harris 
Harrow mn the Ponltrey, bound wp all together, with this, price 

_ or either if them ſingle. | Da, A 
Dr. Wrights (titcht with Afr. Whinnel's 1s 6. d. 2! 


WEIS" 20 a.< ©; 's —_ 2 I 
— _ - IR s <1 


—— 47 
wt » . 
I Wy v7 Arn . 
5 ot - TIES b - o ” 
- 2 : _ - 1 2» - _ = 
_ - ww ET __— — ——Y.. ---— P—- ——aAew,., cz 
o OY — —_ 
- F ads 
: _ my R ” . 
V _— o » q . 


